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A COMPARISON of the ratios of gross fire premiums and of 
gross fire losses incurred, respectively, to fire risks written and 
renewed, shows that there was a gain of four cents in the aver- 
age premium rate in 1900 over that of 1899, while the loss 
ratios for the two years were identical. The amounts upon 
which these computations are based, with the results, are: 
Risks written and renewed—1900, $17,929,660,692; 1899, 
$16,920,188,612. Premiums—1900, $179,666,014 ; 1899, $162,- 
973,101. Losses—19g00, $88,196,114; 1899, $83,535,163. Pre- 
mium rates—1900, $1.00; 1899, 96 cents. Loss ratios—both 
years, 49 cents per $100 of risk. A wide diversity of indi- 
_ vidual experience is noticeable, premium rates ranging in 1900 
from 64 cents to $1.49, and losses from 28 cents to $1.05 per 
$100 of insurance. The foregoing figures represent the busi- 
ness of the companies operating in Connecticut in the years 
named. 





Now and then it happens that a legislative gun, heavily 
loaded and aimed at the fire insurance companies, kicks, and 
does more injury at the butt than at the muzzle. A case in 
point is the recent effort of the City Council of Greenville, S. 
C., to procure from the insurance companies an agreement 
that the latter would reduce premium rates if improvements 
were made in the fire department. The chairman of the town’s 
finance committee, who called upon several company man- 
agers with this end in view, was in each case respectfully re- 
ferred to the anti-compact law of South Carolina, which for- 
bids any action savoring of co-operation in the fixing of rates. 
This law is an especially stringent one, containing, in addition 
to the usual prohibitions, a clause reading as follows: 

Provided, further, that any attempt to evade this act by agreeing 
upon any one person or number of persons for the purpose of mak- 
ing rates for all such insurance companies, associations or partner- 
ships, or by buying rate books made by any person or persons, shall 
be deemed a violation of this act, and shall be punished as herein 
provided. 

While the companies are ordinarily willing, when not 


hampered by obnoxious statutes, to recognize public improve- 
ments in a substantial manner, they cannot be blamed for re- 
fusing to lay themselves open to heavy punishment merely in 
order to accommodate constitutents of the makers of such 
drastic restrictive measures as that above quoted. 





“Tr’s a long lane that has no turning.” A New Orleans 


agent tells us of a large insurer in that city who was dissatis- 
fied with the local board rates on his property, and as a con- 
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sequence became conspicuously active in securing the enact- 
ment by the legislature of the Haggerty anti-combination bill. 
In consequence of this unrighteous law, some twelve or fifteen 
companies have withdrawn from business in New Orleans, 
and the gentleman referred to now finds it impossible to secure 
the full amount of insurance that he requires, even at the old 
board rates. He has accordingly made application for about 
$75,000 insurance in unauthorized companies, and his repre- 
sentative has been trying to place it in New York. The In- 
surance World of Pittsburg tells of a similar experience that 
Boggs & Buhl, department store proprietors in that city, are 
undergoing. Their risk is considered as an especially haz- 
ardous one, and their rate was increased some time since from 
seventy-five cents on stock to $1.75, whereat the firm waxed 
wroth, and declared they could get all the insurance they 
wanted without regard to the local agents. But they reckoned 
without their host, and have recently been soliciting the same 
agents to take lines on their risk at the board rate of $1.75, but 
the agents have shown no eagerness to accept their offers. In- 
stances of this kind might be multiplied to any extent, and they 
tend to demonstrate the fact that if the companies were a unit 
in resisting obnoxious legislation, and in insisting upon fair 
treatment by propertyowners and legislatures, they would 
speedily receive such recognition at the hands of the public as 
would secure them the right to transact a legitimate business 
by legitimate methods. If those States that have imposed al- 
most prohibitive restrictions upon the business of fire under- 
writing were left entirely without insurance, there would be 
such an outcry from propertyowners that special sessions of 
the legislatures would be called to repeal the obnoxious laws. 





THE business of twisting policies from one company to an- 
other, which has been indulged in by unscrupulous persons 
connected with life insurance, has been denounced as one of the 
most nefarious practices in the business. Life underwriters in 
their associations have condemned the practice in vigorous lan- 
guage, and the insurance journals have been unanimous in 
opposition to it. Yet every little while there appear in the 
field men who apparently make a business of twisting, to the 
great prejudice not only of the companies involved in the 
transaction, but of the policyholders who are thus made the 
dupes of these individuals. The latest appearance of what 
seems to be an effort at policy twisting is found in what is 
apparently a circular issued by Mowry & Patterson, who are 
managers of the New York city life department of the 7Ztna 
Life. The circular referred to reads as follows: 


Dear Sir—Before paying the premium on your life insurance, 
about due, you should make very careful inquiry as to the stability 
of the company in which it is carried, as grave questions have arisen 
regarding the solvency of one or two of them. We have definite in- 
formation received from the latest official examination and from other 
sources that may prove of exceptional interest to you at the present 
time, and which we will give you upon appointment of an interview. 
Very truly yours, Mowry & PATTERSON. 

It is but a few years since this company refused to act in 
concert with or aid in the schemes of certain other parties 
who were engaged in the twisting business, and it is to be 
hoped that the managers of the company will promptly dis- 
avow the action of their present representatives in New York. 


The attempt of persons holding responsible positions in con- 
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nection with a reputable and trustworthy life insurance com- 
pany, making their living out of the life insurance business, to 
create dissatisfaction in the minds of policyholders of any 
established company is contemptible in the highest degree. To 
make a policyholder dissatisfied with his life insurance invest- 
ment is calculated to breed in him a distrust of all companies 
and disgust him with the system of life insurance in its en- 
tirety. It is surprising that even the most ignorant of agents 
should not understand that the practice of twisting is a two- 
edged sword and likely to result in the permanent injury of 
those who indulge in it. 





THE decision of the United States Circuit Court at Council 
Bluffs, Ia., to the effect that the anti-trust law of Nebraska 
is unconstitutional, should encourage the insurance companies 
to contest such laws in every State in which they exist. Suit 
was brought against the Niagara and other companies for 
violation of the law in question for having purchased rates 
from the Hartman bureau. The companies obtained an in- 
junction restraining the State authorities from proceeding 
against the companies pending proceedings in court, and upon 
the hearing Judge McPherson declares the Nebraska law un- 
constitutional. He holds it to be in violation of the right of 
contract, and says: 


If this statute prevails, then the manner of doing business, if by 
agreement, whether harmful or beneficial to good order and the wel- 
fare of the people of Nebraska, must be held as unlawful. And if such 
legislation is valid, is not the boasted rigiit of liberty of contract en- 
tirely subject to legislative control? And there is no more sacred 
right under our government than the right of contract. Without it, 
business can not be transacted for a day by any person. Contracts, 
express or implied, enter into every transaction, with every person, 
every day of the year. * * * If this statute is valid, two men in 
the same line of business in the same town or village cannot form a 
partnership, if it tends to maintain prices. They must continue, each 
for himself, until one of the other or both are destroyed. Neither 
can a stock company nor a corporation be formed by two or more, if 
by so doing the price is maintained. This statute is not a step, but 
it is a long stride, hundreds of years backward, when monarchs, 
cabinet officers, and even parliament decreed the price to be paid for 
a day’s labor and the cost of all the necessaries of life, even to the 
loaf of bread. Anyone with but the slightest knowledge of history 
will recall what tyranny and brutality existed in England and by 
reason of such laws, and in France down to the revolution. 

If this law is valid, two or more farmers cannot agree that they 
will not sell their wheat to a neighboring mill for less than so much 
per bushel. Two or more farmers cannot agree that the live stock 
feeder shall not have their corn only at a certain price. Blacksmiths 
cannot agree that they will charge so much for shoeing horses. Noth- 
ing can be agreed to by the manufacturer, the farmer, gardener, con- 
tractor, consumer, or laborer to prevent the reduction of price. Can 
it be possible that such legislation is valid? If it is valid, then what 
becomes of the provision: ““No man shall be deprived of equal pro- 
tection of the law.” Or of that other provision: ‘“No man shall be 
deprived of life, liberty or property, without due process of law.” 

The statute expressly excepts from its provisions assemblies or 
associations of laboring men by saying that associations of laboring 
men are exempt from the provisions of the statute. It is thereby 
stated in meaning, that organized labor must pay the penalties of a 
criminal statute, for an act done by a member of an organization, and 
by him done with impunity. On one side by this legislation, we have 
organized labor. Those men are not amenable to the statute. On 
the other side, we have men who do not belong to organized labor; 
farmers, merchants, professional men, laborers, as well as all others. 


[Thursday 


They are amenable, and by this statute, that is called “equal protec- 
tion.” I do not believe it. 

If the Nebraska statute is amenable to such impeachment, 
then the anti-trust law of every other State is equally culpable, 
and should be wiped out. This case furnishes another illus- 
tration of the fact that when the companies stand shoulder to 
shoulder for the maintenance of their rights, the courts are 
willing to accord them. 





Tuart life insurance for the masses can best be purveyed by 
private corporations is indicated by the comparisons insti- 
tuted by The Pall Mall Gazette between the accomplishments 
of corporations and those of the Postoffice Insurance De- 
partment of Great Britain in these respects. It quotes Board 
of Trade returns showing that the industrial life companies 
in the United Kingdom have £172,649,547 of insurance in 
force, divided among 17,857,134 policyholders; whereas the 
Postoffice Insurance Department has but £1,221,615 in 
force, distributed among 19,472 policyholders, although the 
Postoffice Department has 12,995 branches, at which applica- 
tions may be filed. These statements certainly point strongly 
to the superiority of private enterprise in this particular 
branch of business. 

* * * of 


Fire insurance by the government may soon be attempted 
in New Zealand upon a basis which would place absolute 
power and authority in the hands of one man—the manager 
of the department. The public would be obliged to accept 
whatever insurance the manager accorded, and would be un- 
able to secure other insurance, for the reason that all policies 
issued by insurance companies would be required to be 
canceled within one year, and corporate business wiped out. 
It will be strange if the people are willing to permit this ex- 
periment to be made, or to continue long in operation, if it 
is made. 

* * K * 


Coming nearer home, it is gravely announced in The Hous- 
ton (Tex.) Post that Okolona, Miss., is to experiment with 
municipal insurance, saying: 


Tired of paying exorbitant rates for fire insurance, the Okolonians 
have petitioned the Mississippi legislature for permission to establish 
a plan of municipal insurance, which will embrace the insurance by 
the city of all kinds of property upon which foreign companies take 
risks against losses by fire. It has been estimated that, under munici- 
pal insurance, double the amount of protection could be carried by 
an expenditure equal to that now required, and that a handsome 
profit would be left besides to indemnify the city for its trouble in 
carrying on the business. 


And thus provision will be made for a few parasites to fat- 
ten at the public crib. But suppose all the taxable property is 
wiped out some fine day by a conflagration—who will pay the 
insurance? How would the residents of Chicago have fared 
had they adopted this most captivating plan prior to 1871? 
Referring to the Okolona scheme, The Toronto Star says: 

Municipal insurance would probably work well enough in dealing 
with the ordinary run of losses, but any fire similar in magnitude to 
the last Hull-Ottawa fire would speedily put the average municipal 
insurance company out of business. 
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UNDERWRITING AND INVESTMENT PROFITS AND 
LOSSES OF MISCELLANEOUS INSURANCE 
COMPANIES IN 1900. 


NSPECTION of the results of the 1900 business of thirty- 
one of the leading companies transacting miscellaneous 
classes of insurance, as set forth in the accompanying tabula- 
tion, shows that, although the 1900 business was larger in 
volume than that of 1899, it was not so profitable as the latter. 
In fact, an underwriting loss of $269,821 is indicated for 1900, 
as against a profit of $199,729 in 1899. And this loss oc- 
curred with premium earnings aggregating $22,724,048— 
nearly $3,000,c00 more than the premiums earned in the pre- 
ceding year. The underwriting experience of the individual 
companies ranged from a profit of $123,791 to a loss of $178,- 
ogi—eighteen institutions losing $780,965, while thirteen 
made $511,144. A better condition prevailed in the invest- 


UNDERWRITING AND INVESTMENT PROFITS AND Losses OF MISCELLANEOUS INSURANCE COMPANIES IN 1900. 
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stockholders, and $48,155 were sent to the home office of a 
foreign corporation, leaving $1,347,569 as the net sum to be 
added to surplus. As but two-fifths of the companies appear 
to be upon a profitable basis, it behooves company officials 
to give serious thought to the steps necessary to be taken to 
insure a satisfactory future for their respective companies. 











SPECTATOR SURVEYS. 


iN AND ABOUT NEW YORK. 
The receiver of the old New York Bowery Fire is sending checks 
to creditors in payment of a final dividend. 
The directors of the Eagle Fire have empowered John F. Stafford 
te sign checks, policies, etc., in place of the president or secretary. 


The first “Bulletin” of the Insurance Society of New York has 
been sent to members, announcing the opening to-day of the so- 
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ment branch of the business, the income from and accretion 
of investments footing up to the net sum of $2,544,920, as 
compared with $1,840,460 in 1899. The net surplus earned 
by both underwriting and investments was therefore $2,275,- 
099; and the method of disposal of these earnings is pointed 
out in the columns devoted to dividends, and to increases and 
decreases in surplus. In addition to surplus earnings, foreign 
companies’ American branches received $216,202 from their 
home offices, and the stockholders of American companies 
paid in $148,620 of additional surplus. Out of the resulting 
total $1,244,197 were disbursed as dividends to American 


+ Minus sign (—) in surplus earned column indicates combined underwriting and investment loss in 1 


ciety’s library and inviting members to be present. The Bulletin 
also says, “If you have a friend bring him,” so 2 full attendance seems 
assured. The library will be open daily from 11 a. m. to 7 p. m., ex- 
cept Saturdays, when it will close at 5 p. m. It contains about 400 
volumes, and will have several insurance journals on file. A series 
of eight practical lectures, one in each of the eight months beginning 
with October, has been arranged for, the lecturers being C. M. God- 
dard, W. A. Stratton, H. E. Hess, C. A. Hexamer, F. C. Moore, 
W. H. Merrill, Jr., F. M. Griswold and W. B. Ellison. Each is an 
expert in his special line. 


Boston as a grain center is a question which is agitating the minds 
of many prominent business men in New England. The Boston 
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Globe asks: “Why should not Boston be a great grain center in its 
own right, instead of being, as it is to-day, merely a channel through 
which this commodity passes on its way from seller to buyer, without 
one bushel of it being owned here?” Last year the total exports of 
grain for Boston aggregated over forty million bushels of wheat, 
corn and oats. It is claimed that Boston may be considered one of 
the distinctively important distributing points of the Atlantic coast. 


The appointment of R. G. Leypoldt as superintendent of agencies 
for the Merchants Insurance Company of Newark is a well-deserved 
compliment and in proper recognition of the long, faithful and 
eminently successful service which he has rendered the company 
during many years, 

During the dull summer months many of the “junior”. companies 
report having done unusually well, especially as to premium income. 

Yesterday the regular monthly meeting of the Exchange was held. 

The last circular of the Exchange relating to list of lines placed, 
under the rules, in non-Exchange companies, shows an aggregate 
of over $960,000 thus covered. Of this amount the most noticeable 
item was that of the Brooklyn Heights Railroad Company, which 
figures up for $576,663. 

For the month of September some of the prominent offices report 
increases of from twenty-five per cent to fifty per cent in premium 
receipts over the corresponding period of last year. 

Charles H. Hall, for many years chief clerk in the agency depart- 
ment of-the Lancashire Insurance Company (New York office), will 
soon be connected with the agency department of the Royal Insur- 
ance Company. 

Edward Litchfield, formerly manager of the Eastern department 
of the Lancashire Insurance Company, is expected to arrive here 
this week from Europe. 

Life and Casualty Notes. 

Among the mortgages recorded in New York city last week was 
one for $140,000 by the Metropolitan on property in 107th street, 
near Amsterdam avenue; $100,000 by the Germania Life on property 
in Forty-sixth street, near Sixth avenue; $325,000 by the Equitable 
on 18-22 West Twentieth street; also one for $1,700,000 made by the 
Equitable on the Boreel building at 115 Broadway, which is to be 
supplanted by a twenty-story structure. 


CHICAGO AND THE WEST. 


The reference made in these columns some weeks ago to the 
scheme of the so-called Policyholders National Union seems to have 
been effective, as application was made to the courts last week for 
the appointment of a receiver, aside from the personal proceedings 
affecting the various officials of the concern. 

The usual quarterly sessions of the Chicago Underwriters Asso- 
ciation began yesterday, and some action may be looked for in the 
matter of the much-discussed consequential damage clause. There 
is considerable consequential damage done to loyal agents by the 
sandbagging agents who pay excess commissions to brokers, solic- 
itors and outsiders, but this, perhaps, will not be considered, as it 
is believed in some quarters that such practices, same as gambling, 
have become extinct in Chicago. 

The new firm of Newburger & Salomon has now received the 
agencies of the Buffalo German and Buffalo Commercial Insurance 
Companies. Their trade-mark is a four-leafed clover, and they are 
already beginning to play in luck. 

The Fire Insurance Club of Chicago met last Tuesday and was 
addressed by S. H. Lockett, manager of the insurance survey bureau, 
on the subject of “Woodworkers.” As most of the club members 
are accustomed to sawing wood, a reciprocal feeling was developed. 
The club will hereafter meet regularly at Fraternity Hall, 70 Adams 
street. 

On the subject of “Who Owns the Business?” revived by the 
president of the Hoine of New York at the Put-in-Bay conven- 
tion, the ever alert R. S. Critchell does not intend to be misunder- 
stood. As the Springfield reinsured the risks of the two Magdeburg 
Insurance Companies, Critchell & Co. invite agents and brokers to 














keep in touch with them on the subject of expirations, as they ‘“d: 
sire to observe the courtesies and ethics of business in this manner.’ 


Receiver Sterling of the Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual o/ 
Rockford now seems to be anxious to escape suits for the recovery 
of original premiums paid upon cash policies unlawfully issued by 
that concern. Attention was called in these columns to an Iowa 
decision bearing upon the matter, and it is reported, on good au 
thority, that the receiver frames his releases in the following manner: 


Rockford, IIll., September 28.—For a valuable consideration re 
ceived from Insurance Company it is hereby released and 
discharged from every liability as holder of policy or policies issued 
by the Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual Insurance Company 
of Rockford, III. 

The acceptance of this release and discharge by the above-named 
policyholder shall operate as a release and discharge of the said in- 


‘ surance company and its officers from all claims and demands on the 


part of the said policyholder. Frep E. STERLING, Receiver. 

The receiver in this case was a little overzealous in imagining that 
he could legally collect assessments unlawfully levied upon policies 
unlawfully issued, though he claims to have been successful in many 
instances in scaring the holders into making compromise settlements. 

The assurances in connection with the Phcenix-Atlas amalgama- 
tion to the effect that “the agencies in this country of both com- 
panies will be maintained” are presumed to pertain to local agents 
only, and not necessarily to the department managers of the two 
companies in Chicago and elsewhere. As the general manager of 
the combination is the former Atlas man, the ordinary guess would 
be that there will not be any managerial displacements as to those 
who have served the Atlas so well in this country, while at the same 
time the services of the Phoenix staff will be retained through some 
diplomatic adjustments in rank. But from present indications the 
new Phoenix and Atlas Fire Office will, by sheer force of circum- 
stances, be the champion exponent in this country of the dual agency 
system. 

The proceedings of the Illinois Supreme Court opened this month 
with a motion of H. H. Klayer to file a petition for mandamus to 
compel Insurance Commissioner Yates to revoke the license of the 
Etna Fire of Hartford. The papers filed with the motion further 
state that the present Superintendent is acting in collusion with the 
former incumbent and the Attna Company to defraud the State in the 
matter of taxes. 

Since the Nebraska Supreme Court knocked out the anti-compact 
law, a surprise is likely to greet the good people of Iowa, as it is 
now believed that a similar law, if valid, will operate to prevent the 
companies from carrying out an intention to reduce rates on certain 
classes in Iowa. At least, they must not “agree” to do anything 
in respect of prices, whether high, low, Jack or game. Perhaps the 
campaign of education will have to be recast for Iowa. The clever 
satirist of the Firemans Fund is, in the meantime, giving the ‘“‘cam- 
paign” quite a different kind of a broadside. 


General Manager Rutter of the London and Lancashire is evi- 
dently a hustler on a large scale, as besides buying up the venerable 
Quebec Insurance Company, he has done a good stroke in the way 
of Yankee economy by writing the Western departments of the Lon- 
don and Lancashire and Orient with both J. S. Belden and Charles 
E. Dox in charge as associate managers, with one set of offices in 
the New York Life building. This may be said to be one of the most 
popular managerial combinations in the West. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 

The United States Circuit Court of Appeals has decided, on the 
occasion of the third trial, that the widow of the late Herman D. 
Cable of Chicago and Evanston cannot recover on the $50,000 policy 
procured from the United States Life of New York through a ma- 
terial concealment of fact on the part of George S. Lord, a friend of 
the family. The case has become more or less celebrated, but un- 
fortunately damaging to Mr. Lord’s reputation. The practical lesson 
is that a policy once ordered should be accepted and paid for when 
it arrives and while the assured is in good health, as required by the 
conditions of the bargain. 

When a man dies because his false teeth get stuck in his throat, is 
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it an accident or an act of God? According to Captain Masters of 
the London Guarantee and Accident, an act of God is always an 
accident in Kansas, but in Pennsylvania this may not be so clear, as 
a company has decided to not admit the claim of a widow for $5000 
under an accident policy held by her husband who died under such 
circumstances. 

J. D. Pickétt, well known in connection with the Chicago office 
of the Berkshire Life, is about to leave us to take up the more re- 
sponsible post of manager of the State Mutual of Worcester at At- 
lanta, Ga. Mr. Pickett will be missed, but his friends rejoice in his 
substantial executive promotion. 

The Life Underwriters Association of Chicago expect to give W. 
D. Wyman and Fred B. Mason a rousing reception on the 15th. 
Some new names will also be presented for membership. 

The Fraternals are said to have about half a million members in 
[llinois. A well-known writer says: “It is plain that all organiza- 
tions professing to give a dollar of insurance for fifty cents must, to 
a large degree, recruit their membership from those incapable or 
impatient of logical thinking.” Plenty of room, evidently, for the 
educator in Illinois or elsewhere. 


The Mutual Reserve Fund is getting back into most of its aban- 
doned territory—a sort of a vindicated forward movement which 
should yield fine results. In Illinois and Wisconsin Hiram Baldwin 
has been succeeded as manager by A. F. Merrill. 


BOSTON AND VICINITY. 

Frank Gair Macomber has organized a corporation, under the laws 
of Maine, known as the Frank Gair Macomber Company, for the 
purpose of taking over certain enterprises connected with insurance 
and to act as agents and brokers. Gore & Gore, marine adjusters, 
have been admitted to the new department, and they will hereafter 
have charge of all the adjustments of Mr. Macomber’s marine busi- 
ness. In order to accommodate this expansion, the Macomber 
businesses will, some time this month, occupy the first floor and 
basement of the new building at the corner of Milk and Battery- 
march streets. Mr. Macomber’s general fire and marine business 
will not be affected by the new department. An application, it 
seems, was made to Insurance Commissioner Cutting for a broker’s 
license for the corporation. Mr. Cutting, it is understood, stated 
that the laws did not permit him to issue a broker’s license to a 
corporation. A brief was filed by the attorney for the corporation, 
which, it is understood, attempted to show that a corporation is an 
individual, etc. The Insurance Commissioner referred the matter 
to the Attorney-General, whose opinion, submitted Friday, upholds 
Mr. Cutting’s position. This opinion is one of the most important 
that has come from the Attorney-General relative to insurance, and 
it establishes a precedent. The opinion is as follows: 


The statutes of 1894, chapter 522, section 93, clause 2—The In- 
surance Commissioner may, upon the payment of a fee of $10, issue 
to any person a certificate of authority to act as an insurance broker 
to negotiate contracts of insurance or reinsurance, or place risks or 
effect insurance or reinsurance with any qualified domestic insurance 
company or its agents and with the authorized agents in the Com- 
monwealth of any foreign insurance company duly admitted to do 
business in this Commonwealth. 

By the statutes of 1895, chapter 59, section 2, the section above 
quoted was amended by inserting the word “suitable,” so that the 
Commissioner was authorized to “issue to any suitable person” a 
license as insurance broker. 

By the statutes of 1896 it- was provided that such licenses should 
be limited to residents of this Commonwealth or to residents of 
other States that granted like certificates to residents of this State. 

Notwithstanding the able and ingenious brief of the attorney for 
the corporation petitioning for the license as an insurance broker, I 
am of the opinion that under the statutes the Insurance Commis- 
sioner is not authorized to issue a license as an insurance broker to 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State of Maine, doing 
business in this Commonwealth. There are many expressions 
throughout the insurance statutes that appear to show that the legis- 
lature intended a personal license. Among them the most con- 
clusive is section 112, which provides that a licensed insurance 
broker who does certain things “shall be deemed guilty of larceny.” 
li I understand the meaning of the word “larceny,” it is not possible 
for a corporation, as such, to be guilty of the crime. Obviously, if 
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this be so, the legislature had in mind natural persons only as 
licensed brokers. * * 

Of course, if the petitioning corporation so desires, it can take 
the case to the Supreme Court. If that is done the outcome will be 
watched by the insurance fraternity with considerable interest. 


The report of the Boston Protective Department for August, just 
issued, gives fire losses for the month in Boston as $29,423.69, of 
which $8,969.19 was on buildings and $19,671.35 on contents, com- 
pared with a total loss in August, 1900, of $121,378.31. 


The local department of the New York Plate Glass Insurance 
Company, which has been in charge of H. P. Bosson, has been 
transferred to OBrion & Russell, to which agency Mr. Bosson goes 
to take charge of the plate glass department. 


A recent visitor to Boston was General Agent J. M. Lindsay of 
the Fire Association of Philadelphia. 


Referring to the increased fire hazard, owing to the high poten- 
tiality of electric street car systems, which has been given considera- 
ble attention of late by the New England Insurance Exchange, and 
which will be taken up by the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
at its meeting in December, Boston is not one of the offending 
cities in the matter of high potentiality on its electric car systems, 
nor are the suburban lines a source of trouble. The only trolley 
roads in New England thus far reported to have resorted to the 
use of high potential currents are in Hartford, Conn.; Providence, 
R. I.; Brockton, Mass., and Bath, Maine. 


Edward P. Connor, special agent of the Boston Insurance Com- 
pany’s fire department, died Tuesday, the past week. 


The American of Boston has applied for admission to Montana. 


After an absence of about seven years in Colorado for the benefit 
of his health, H. J. Ide, formerly special agent of the London and 
Lancashire, has returned to Boston, and will re-enter the New Eng- 
land field. 


The directors of the North American Insurance Company met and 
passed resolutions on the death of one of their associates, the late 
John C. Howe. 


Samuel G. Howe, on the Ist inst., assumed his duties as special 
agent of the Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Company. It is not yet 


announced who will succeed Mr. Howe as special agent of the North 
British. 


William A. Muller has returned from his vacation trip in Canada. 


E. P. Greene, late with Gore & Gore, has joined the force of 
Johnson & Higgins. 

As has been suggested, it is hoped that the Boston Board of Fire 
Underwriters will, at an early date, take up and thoroughly con- 
sider the subject of leasehold insurance, and devise some more care- 
ful and accurate form of conducting the business than that now in 
vogue. 


At its meeting, Saturday, the New England Insurance Exchange 
discussed the recent recommendation of the executive committee 
regarding the reduced rate clause which, at the meeting two weeks 
ago, was referred for conference with the Boston Board of Fire 
Underwriters. The proposition to entirely strike out the five per 
cent exemption clause was accepted and one or two minor changes 
were made. 

Life and Casualty Notes. 

The special session of the grand lodge, Ancient Order of United 
Workmen of Massachusetts, was held in Boston, Thursday, with a 
representation of about 700 delegates. This session was called to 
consider a change in the plan of assessment from the level rate to 
the classified plan which was adopted by the supreme lodge last 
February, but which did not become operative, as it required a 
three-fourths vote. At this special session the delegates voted for 


the adoption of the classified plan by a vote of 507 to 165, and the 
legislation necessary to put the classified plan into effect was also 
adopted. The new rates are arranged on the “five-year-step-rate 
plan, 


” 


and the full rate of assessments with the contribution to the 
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guaranty fund is as follows: Ages 21 to 24, $1.30; 25 to 29, $1.44; 
30 to 34, $1.62; 35 to 30, $1.88; 40 to 44, $2.26; 45 to 49, $2.88; 50 and 
over, $3.84. 


Relative to the division of the grand lodge funds with the new 
grand lodges of Rhode Island and Maine, amounting to $45,000, it 
was voted that one-half be set aside as belonging to the grand lodge 
of Massachusetts, and that the balance be divided between the grand 
lodges of Rhode Island, Maine and Massachusetts on a pro rata 
basis of membership. It was also voted to change the constitution 
so that the signatures of fifty representatives from fifty different 
lodges, instead of ten, shall be necessary to call a special meeting of 
the grand lodge. : 


Corwin McDowell, manager of the New England branch of the 
New York Life, is receiving congratulations on his engagement to 
an estimable lady of Brookline. 


The court is giving hearings concerning the charges of H. C. 
Bliss, receiver of the Bay State Beneficiary, against the former 
directors of the association. Mr. Bliss asserts that the directors 
paid expenses from the mortuary fund, increased the expense fund 
for their own enrichment, and retained, as agents’ commissions, the 
first six months’ assessments on new policies. 


On January 1 next the firm of Hopkins, Keep & Hopkins, general 
agents, will be dissolved, Col. C. A. Hopkins retiring. The business 
will be continued by F. E. Keep and L. L. Hopkins, who will, under 
a fixed and mutual arrangement, manage the business of the Mutual 
Life in the Eastern Massachusetts territory. 


Between now and the first of the year the Massachusetts Insur- 
ance Department will, through Examiner Brown, examine the Royal 
Arcanum, at the request of the order. 


Last Tuesday representatives in Boston of companies of the lia- 
bility conference had a dinner at the Exchange Club. This meeting 
was held for the purpose of bringing about a full mutual understand- 
ing relative to the new rates on team insurance. It is quite evident 
that the companies in the conference will maintain the full conference 
rates in Boston. 


NOTES FRO? PHILADELPHIA. 


Special Agent A. N. Stewart of the Phenix of Brooklyn must 
have given considerable of his time for ten days past to the recep- 
tion of the host of friends who desired to congratulate him on his 
safe recovery, and that he is able to be about again after an attack 
of typhoid fever. 


A general meeting of those interested in the organization of the 
Insurance Society of Philadelphia was held yesterday afternoon at 
the Middle Department rooms, 316 Walnut street. The report of 
the committee on constitution and by-laws was read and the per- 
manent officers elected. 


During the past two months three fires of mysterious origin have 
occurred at the Rawson Manufacturing Company’s plant at Twenty- 
first street and Glenwood avenue. The first two blazes were put out 
before much damage had been done. Suspecting that the fires were 
the work of incendiaries, F. W. Crawford, the president, placed an 
extra guard at the works. Notwithstanding this precaution, how- 
ever, another fire occurred on September 18, during which consider- 
able damage was done. Fire Marshal Lattimer and his assistant, 
Wilkins, after a thorough investigation, ordered the arrest of two 
boys living in the neighborhood as those responsible, and they were 
held to answer the charge at court. It is said that they have made 
a full confession. 

The jury appointed by Coroner Dugan to investigate and fix the 
blame for the explosion of one of the boilers of the steamer City of 
Trenton, were unable to charge criminal negligence against anyone 
connected with the construction or operation of the boiler, but they 
did find that the government inspection was lax in one instance, and 
totally failed in another. 

The jury appointed to investigate the cause of the Locust street 
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explosion found that it was due to gasoline stored in the premise; 
of G. B. MacClemmy, and they recommend that the use of gasoline, 
as fuel or for illuminating purposes, be more stringently safeguarded 
by éity ordinances. MacClemmy has been committed by the coronc: 
to appear before the Grand Jury. 

The conduct of all these cases reflects great credit upon the officials 
connected with the investigations, and insurance men feel that a 
last the city has an efficient fire marshal. 


Serious fires have been rather scarce for many months, but Octobe: 
seems to have started the ball rolling again. On the first a curtain 
blowing over a gas jet in the dwelling at 4023 Green street caused 
a loss of probably $3000; this is an unusual loss for a dwelling-house 
fire. On the second about $25,000 loss was caused by the burning 
of a feed store and stable at 4522 Lancaster avenue, and on the fourth 
in the neighborhood of $150,000 was lost through the fire which de- 
stroyed the furniture storage house of A. S. Leach & Co., at 1511 
to 1517 Columbia avenue; the insurance on these buildings amounted 
to $29,000, and was placed entirely with the city offices, all the poli- 
cies, with the exception of one for $2500, being perpetual. 


It now transpires that Leach & Co. have had two other trifling 
fires in their warehouse within a year, and they fear that incen- 
diarism was the cause. Can it be possible that this is another chance 
for the fire marshal to distinguish himself through a rigid examina- 
tion? In this instance the visiting firemen had a great chance to 
witness how our department handles a large fire, and great num- 
bers of them were admitted within the fire lines. 


The thirty-second annual convention of the State Firemens Asso- 
ciation, held in this city last week, was a most successful affair. The 
weather was all that could be desired, and, with the exception of a 
short period during the voting for the candidates for the position 
of corresponding secretary, on the 2d inst., when a riot nearly ensued 
over an attempt made to stuff the ballot box and force the election 
of one of the aspirants, the gallant fire fighters had a most harmo- 
nious and enjoyable time. The parade on Thursday, participated in 
by about 5000 men, was a very inspiring sight; all the prizes for 
the largest and best displays of companies, apparatus and band were 
carried off by visiting companies, as, out of courtesy, our own did 
not compete. In the hose race, service race and hook and ladder 
race on Friday, the first ward company of Butler, Pa., carried off 
the first prize in each contest, much to the chagrin of some of the 
other contestants. The association appropriated $100 for the Mc- 
Kinley monument fund. 


The Philadelphia Fire Underwriters Association notified the mem- 
bers that the non-issuance of a bulletin on Saturday, September 
28, was caused by a fire in the building occupied by the printer. 


While Fire Chief Baxter was attending the firemen’s ball on the 
evening of October 3, a thief took advantage of the fact and ran- 
sacked his house, securing about one hundred dollars’ worth of 
property. 

It is expected that Charles E. Elting, after his short stay at At- 
lantic City, has been so much benefited that he will be able to be 
about again this week. 


The Delaware Insurance Company of Philadelphia has withdrawn 
from Kansas City, Mo. 


Electric light wires have been showing up rather prominently 
lately as the cause of some Philadelphia fires. On September 28 a 


slight fire occurred in the hall belonging to the city at the southwest 


corner of Fifth and Chestnut streets; on October 1 a trifling fire 
occurred at the City Hall, Broad and Market streets; on October 2 
the feed store at 4522 Lancaster avenue was destroyed, and on Octo- 
ber 4 an explosion took place in an underground conduit at Eighth 
and Chestnut streets. All these losses are said to be directly at- 
tributable to the electric current. 


Life and Casualty Notes. 


Manager Joseph Ashbrook of the Provident Life and Trust Com 
pany has returned looking exceedingly well after his three months’ 
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vacation, spent in visiting the Yellowstone Park and White Moun- 
tains, and a tour of Canada and the New England coast. 


Dr. Thomas Wistar, chief medical examiner of the Provident Life 
and Trust Company, has for several weeks been confined to the 
house suffering from a very painful attack of facial neuralgia. It is 
expected that he will be about again this week. 

H. G. Elliott has been appointed resident manager for this city 
and suburban territory of the Union Casualty and Surety Company. 
His offices are at 423 Drexel building. 

Charles H. Adams, district manager of the Central Accident for 
Philadelphia and Camden, has removed his offices to 1421 Filbert 
street from 14 South Broad street. 

Under date of October 1 the Stone, Mathews & Co. agency an- 
nounces that the United States Insurance Company of New York 
will hereafter, through their office, write tornado insurance. From 
the experience of other companies writing this class of business in 
Philadelphia, it is thought that at the end of the year Stone, Mathews 
& Co. will need a microscope to see the premiums credited to this 
account. 











FIRE PROTECTION ENGINEERING. 


Fireproof Grain Elevators. 
At Des Moines, Ia., last week, F. H. Peavey of Minneapolis de- 
livered an address before the Grain Dealers National Convention, in 
the course of which he said: 


The grain men for years have been seeking absolutely fireproof ma- 
terial for elevator construction, and there is now being completed in 
Duluth an elevator costing $1,000,000, which is the nearest perfect 
plant in the world. An expert spent three months in Denmark, Ger- 
many, France and Russia investigating all structures built wholly or 
partly of cement. At Braila, in Roumania a large elevator was found 
built wholly of cement. Ancther expert examined the cement used 
in the coliseums of Naples and Rome 2000 years ago. These patterns 
were used, and the Duluth plant has now a capacity of 5,000,000 
bushels, 1,000,000 in wooden working house and 4,000,000 in cement 
cylindrical tanks, each 103 feet high and 35 feet in diameter. 





Louisville Wires to be Buried. 


A move in the right direction has been made by a special com- 
mittee of the Louisville (Ky.) common council, which has drafted an 
ordinance for submission to the council, which would, if adopted, 
require that all telegraph, telephone and electric light and power 
wires should be placed underground by the end of 1903. Certain 
wires are excepted in this draft, notably trolley wires, those needed 
for local distribution, burglar alarm, and messenger and call-box 
wires not on poles. 





Sprinkler Risks Wanted. 

The practical value of automatic sprinklers was recognized by the 
stock fire insurance companies belonging to The Union, at the 
latter’s annual meeting, by the adoption of resolutions having in 
view the securing for such companies of a good slice of Western 
sprinkler business. The governing committee is authorized to fix 
rates upon newly equipped properties and others, or to declare rates 
off when open competition seems desirable. An extraordinary in- 
ducement is thus offered to the owners of manufacturing and mer- 
cantile establishments to provide the fullest possible protection for 
their plants. 





Firemen and Electric Wires. 

Morris W. Mead, superintendent of the Bureau of Electricity at 
Pittsburg, Pa., in the course of a paper on “The Danger of Electric 
Light and Trolley Wires to Firemen When Fighting Fires,” read 
before the recent meeting of the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, spoke as follows: 


In running overhead high potential wires in the business portion 
of most cities there is too much carelessness in the arrangement of 
the circuits. I believe all electric light circuits should be run in 
parallel, and at regular intervals ledd off to switches, and that such 
locations should be numbered and blue prints of every switch and 
of the location of every circuit should be prepared and kept on file 
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at the headquarters of the fire department. These should all be care- 
fully studied and gone over either with an expert of the local com- 
pany or with a competent city electrician. The firemen should be 
trained and instruced in handling the switches, as well as in general 
electrical principles, so as to understand the easiest and safest man- 
ner of handling them in case of emergency. Every circuit should 
be labeled at regular intervals with the voltage it carries, and all 
controlling devices should be made to correspond. Trolley wires 
can be arranged on the same principle, so as to be able to cut them 
out at every 1000 or 2000 feet in crowded cities, and these places 
can be carefully marked and records placed on file at department 
headquarters. In the larger cities one or two electricians should be 
attached to the fire department and go to all fires, to assist and to 
instruct the members of the department in self-protection from high- 
potential currents. One of the best remedies for danger from over- 
head wires is for cities to compel all wires to be placed underground 
in the business portions of the city and on all main avenues. A step 
at least toward doing away with electrical dangers would be a com- 
plete city control over these matters; ordinances should be passed 
placing supervision of overhead wires in the hands of a competent 
city electrician. Another safety arrangement which naturally sug- 
gests itself is that all electric light and power companies, railroads 
included, should have thoroughly-equipped wagons, located at rea- 
sonable intervals along their lines, with competent men in charge, 
to respond in every case of fire. This, I should think, would be a 
good thing for the companies themselves from the standpoint of 
economy, to say nothing about the protection it would afford to the 
firemen. Gongs connected with the fire department lines should be 
in all such headquarters, and if necessary there should be two crews 
attached, to relieve each other, or else to sleep there regularly as 
firemen do, and answer day and night. Another convenient pre- 
ventive is to have on hand rubber boots and rubber gloves, to be 
furnished to the firemen with insulated pliers, with which they can 
cut wires in case of necessity. 





Houston, Texas, Fire Department. 

An investigation into the operation and efficiency of the fire de- 
partment of Houston, Tex., by a committee of the Texas Fire Pre- 
vention Association, showed the department to be in an unsatis- 
factory condition. These recommendations were made: 

1. Water Service.—That a vigorous protest, legal, if necessary, 
be entered against any change in existing contract with the water- 
works company looking to a reduction in domestic or fire pressure, 
now required by their contract with the city. 

2. Apparatus.—(a) Heaters for all steamers. (b) Due diligence 
to be exercised by the department to at all times keep apparatus 
(especially engines) in perfect working order. (c) Three new 
steamers. (These have been ordered and are due within the next 
thirty days.) (d) That “dead end” fire plugs be inspected and flushed 
at least once every sixty days. 

3. Efficiency of Men. —That drills be had regularly once a week. 
(We understand this order has been given since our inspection.) 

4. That the department be put on a civil service basis, promo- 
tions to be made from the ranks for merit, regardless of political 
pull or affiliation. 

The city authorities and the fire chief manifested a keen interest 
in the investigation, and expressed their willingness to meet any 
reasonable requirement made by your committee, and we have every 
reason to believe that they are as anxious that the Houston depart- 
ment shall be first class in every respect as we are; in view of which 
belief by us of interest on their part, and in view of the further fact 
that the recommendations made herein can be carried out bv the 
city with the expenditure of a nominal sum, we recommend that 
Houston, for the present, at least, retain its classification as a city 
of the first class. 





Use of Painters’ Torches [ay Void Policy. 

The number of fires caused in past years by the careless use of 
torches by painters in scaling off old paint have induced the New 
England Insurance Exchange to forbid the removal of paint in this 
way without the express permission of the company or companies in- 
terested. It was voted that the ordinary alteration and repair clause 
shall be amended in compliance with the new ruling. 





High Potential Currents on Long-Distance Trolley Lines. 

The electrical bureau of the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
is likely to be appealed to by the New England Insurance Exchange 
to consider and secure the amelioration of the increased fire hazards 
said to be due to the growing use of high potential currents by electric 
railways. 

The increased risk is attributed to the extension of the business of 
the trolley companies, the addition of more territory to what they 
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have been operating necessitating more power for the larger service. 
The extra high potential system is used, it is understood, in order to 
save copper, and there is no absolute need for increasing the hazard, if 
the trolley companies are willing to incur some extra expense to avoid 
it. C. M. Goddard is quoted as saying that “it is impossible to guard 
against the hazard by means of insulation, but in the congested portions 
of cities, or on roads where there is much travel, the wires should be 
put under ground. In other localities the remedy proposed is to have 
the trolley cars obtain a right of way over private land, so that the 
wires shall be beyond danger of coming in contact with streams of 
water thrown on fires, or in contact with the firemen themselves. It 
would be practically impossible for firemen to cut these wires of high 
potentiality. While there might not be accident, there would always 
be danger of it, and that would be enough to keep the firemen away 
from the wires entirely.” 





Mill Hazards. 
In his pamphlet on “Mill Inspection,” A. Irving Brewster, of the 
Middle States Inspection Bureau, speaks as follows in relation. to 


“Hazards :” 
HAZARDS. 


Power.—This may be water, steam, electricity, hot air, gas or vapor. 
If water power is used, the wheel or turbine should be firmly set. About 
three years ago a $26,000 fire occurred in a paper mill at Conowingo, Md., 
from sparks caused by the giving way of the foundation of the water- 
wheel. Several years previous to the case just cited a fire that resulted 
in a considerable loss by fire started in a wheel pit of a similar mill in 
New England. In neither case had sprinkler protection been provided 
over the wheel pits. If steam power is used, the boilers should be so 
located and set as not to endanger any woodwork in their vicinity by 
radiation of heat, nor by a “back draught.” The flues or ‘‘uptakes”’ 
through which the hot gases of combustion pass to the chimney or the 
stack should be clear from all woodwork and have ample air space to 


same. Iron stacks should have an air space all around them where pass- - 


ing through roofs and be provided with an iron collar with iron sleeve 
extending below the lower edges of nearby roof joists. Brick chimneys 
should be large enough and heavy enough for all the boilers, furnaces, 
etc., vented through them, should preferably be double walled, and no 
flcor beams or roof joists should enter same for any distance. If elec- 
tricity is used for power, it may be from a public current or from current 
generated on the premises; the standards of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters should be adhered to in either case. Hot air, gas and vapor 
engines are used mostly where comparatively small power is required; 
they take up less floor space and a boiler-room is done away with; special 
rules are laid down for their installation. The principal points to be ex- 
amined are the nature of the agent used and method of regulating the 
supply, manner of inducing combustion, arrangement of exhaust pipes, 
etc. 
REMARKS. 


When chimneys or stacks pass through buildings there should be an 
air space all around them at floor passages, and all nearby woodwork 
should be protected with metal. In some instances, as in the case of a 
two-story boiler house, the incidental heat is utilized for drying purposes. 
The surroundings in each case should suggest the necessary safeguards. 
The tops of boilers, furnaces, etc., are not safe places to dry anything 
of a combustible nature; nor should boardwalks be laid over the same. 

Steam boilers are commonly insured separately by companies, who in- 
spect them periodically. 

Fuel.—This may be coal, wood refuse, natural gas or oil. In large 
plants where coal is used it is fed to the boiler fires by mechanical 
stokers as a rule, and brick water pits are built in front of the furnace 
doors to catch the ashes. In any event, the ashes should be removed in 
metal receptacles to a safe distance from any frame wall, outside of all 
buildings. Where wood refuse is used for fuel it may be blown direct to 
the boiler fires or fed by hand from a bin to which it has been blown. 
When the refuse is blown direct there should be a damper in the flue to 
prevent a “back draught” blowing fire back into the work rooms. Wood 
refuse too large to be picked up by a blower system is usually removed 
by hand. The flues (metal) should be kept tight, and the refuse bin 
should be substantially built of brick, with a standard fire door at the 
opening, and so located as not to be exposed by the boiler fires. The 
practice of depositing wood refuse on the boiler-room floor, in the absence 
of a proper bin, is hazardous. A trail of shavings, etc., will carry fire. 
When natural gas is used there should be a regulator on the supply and 
a mercury gauge; the pounds pressure (or less) at which the gas is 
burned should be ascertained. The supply of natural gas is giving out in 
some localities, and it may not be important in all cases to give the 
pressure, but the writer has in mind a well in New York State from 
which the gas still issues at a very heavy pressure. When ‘producer 
gas’’ (made on the premises) is used, the location of flues should be noted 
and if overhead should not expose any woodwork; the times and manner 
of “burning out” the soot should also be given. The charging floor of the 
gas producers should be entirely of iron and the building should not, 
preferably, expose others, especially when frame. When oil (petroleum, 
or petroleum products) is used for fuel a small standpipe system should 
be employed, and not a gravity system from the main supply. All the 
pipes should drain away from the burners, the main supply should be 
stored in a tank completely underground at a safe distance from the 
works, and the oil should be pumped to the standpipe. The oil is sprayed 
at the burners by an air blast or by a steam jet. Floors under engines 
should be kept free from oil. Fuel oil systems require special considera- 
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tion, and space will not permit of giving more than the general features 
in this paper. 

Heating and Drying.—These may be by live steam or exhaust steam, 
hot air, or by stoves; or heating may be incidental, and drying may be 
done atmospherically. When steam is used the pipes are safest when 
overhead, but in all cases they should be supported on metal and be pro- 
vided with metal collars (and air space) where passing through all wood- 
work; no combustible material should be stuffed behind steam coils, etc., 
nor any allowed to come in contact with the pipes, and the latter should 
be kept free from accumulations of lint, etc. When hot air is used the 
steam coils should be enclosed with metal and be accessible underneath 
for cleaning; the flues should be of metal and the supply of air taken 
from the outside. When stoves are used for either heating or drying they 
should be set over metal floor protection, and the vent should have a metal 
collar where entering the chimney and also where passing through 
floors or partitions. Metal receptacles should be provided for ashes. The 
stovepipe, firebox and chimney should be examined for breaks. 

Lighting.—This may be by glass or metal oil lamps, gas or electricity. 
The use of glass lamps without metal cups to hold the oil bowl should be 
discouraged, if not prohibited. Lamps should be filled in one place and by 
one person—not where they are used. If gas is used the brackets should 
not be movable, especially where they can swing under shelves, etc.; and 
cages provided where there is any amount of inflammable refuse in the 
air. No open lights should be permitted in a room where an inflammable 
vapor is likely to be present. If electric lighting is used, it should be 
put in under the standards of the National Board of Fire Underwriters. 
The use of vapor torches is objectionable. 

Oils, Etc.—The kinds and amounts of oils, varnishes, etc., found, place 
where stored in bulk and quantity taken into the work rooms should be 
stated. Where any considerable supply is carried a separate fireproof 
building should be provided. This applies especially to the petroleum 
and coal oil products, such as benzine, naphtha, benzole, naphthaline, 
etc., and anything in which any of these inflammable oils is used as a 
solvent, as the rubber cement used in shoe factories, hat factories, rubber 
works, etc. Benzine and similar cleaning fluids should be used only from 
safety cans. No oil giving off an inflammable vapor should be used near 
an open light, whether used clear or as a solvent or thinner; what is left 
over night of these oils should not be allowed to remain in the buildings. 
Large quantities of benzine and naphtha are used in oil cloth and linoleum 
factories, patent leather tanneries, rubber works, etc., and require special 
attention. 

Order, Management and Cleanliness.—These three features of a plant, 
generally taken together, may be the measure of the fire hazard. Some 
mills require more frequent cleanings because the refuse is made faster. 
A factory may seem dirty to the inexperienced eye and yet be “clean for 
the business.’”’ The report should state how often the refuse, as well as 
the cotton waste (or whatever else) oily from wiping machinery and oily 
rubbing rags, are removed. The inflammable refuse should be kept in 
metal barrels and oily rags in standard safety cans. Smoking should 
be prohibited and no wooden sawdust-filled spittoons allowed around; 
some establishments allow smoking at noon hour in stipulated places, but 
this has its evils. Shafting should be kept sufficiently lubricated to pre- 
vent heating, and in alignment; fires are caused by overheated bearings. 


REMARKS. 


A mill that shuts down on Saturday should not be in dirty condition on 
Monday morning. The refuse of some mills is worked over into by- 
products on the premises; in others it is accumulated and sold for that 
purpose. The average establishment works about ten hours per day; 
breweries work longer hours; paper mills are in operation from Monday 
morning until Saturday night; electric light and power stations, and 
newspaper offices issuing a morning edition, work day and night; iron 
works and glass works remain in blast for months at a time; and so on. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


OHI10. 


[From OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. ] 


The Bankers Surety Company has leased a suite of offices on the second 

floor of the Williamson building in Cleveland, and will be ready to begin 
business the first of next month. D. A. McBeth, superintendent of agents 
of the American Bonding and Trust Company, has been selected as man- 
ager of the new company. Secretary Joseph Schauweker will look after 
the financial matters, and both will have competent assistance. There 
has already been inquiry from various portions of the country for ter- 
ritory. 
The Pacific Surety Company of San Francisco has been admitted to 
Ohio to transact a plate-glass, burglary and some other classes of busi- 
ness. A. W. Schell of Cincinnati and Phypers Brothers & Co. of Cleve- 
land have been appointed agents of the company. 

The Insurance Building Company will erect a large six-story building 
at the corner of Erie and Madison streets, Toledo, for the Northern Cen- 
tral Life Insurance Company, of which William S. Matthews, formerly 
Superintendent of Insurance, is president. It will be 60 by 110 feet in 
dimensions, and will cost about $50,000. The company will occupy the 
entire second story, while the remainder of the building will be used for 
office purposes. 

Not long ago the Northern Central Life of Toledo got out a number of 
new plans for insurance, which will doubtless prove quite attractive. 
All policies will be issued on the one-year-term plan, and must support 
themselves for that length of time, that no inroads may be made upon 
the surplus accumulated upon the older policies. Agents are instructed 
to seek a good, rather than a large, business. 

A young man has been at work in Columbus for two weeks coilecting 
money from policyholders of first one and then the other industrial insur- 
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ance company. While the police have his description, they have not 

been able to find him. It seems that he has in some way gotten hold of 

the books and blanks of the companies, and it is easy for him to make 
the collections and pocket the money. 

An arrangement has been made in the Columbus office of the Equitable 
Life of New York, by which L. I. Morse will act as manager, and his 
associate, J. M. Mulford, will act as superintendent of agents. The firm 
name in the past has been Mulford & Morse, managers. 

The Central Ohio office of the Mutual Life will be moved from the 
Ruggery to the new Olentangy building at Columbus as soon as it is 
completed. Manager E. C. Payne has secured about half of one floor, 
which will be divided into cashier’s office, manager’s private office, ex- 
amination room, etc. It will be an up-to-date life office in every way. 

The Imperial Registry Company of New York, selling the coupon poli- 
cies of the New Amsterdam Casualty Company, has opened an office at 
Painesville, this State, under the management of H. C. Foster. 

Superintendent of Insurance A. I. Vorys has returned home from the 
convention of Insurance Commissioners at Buffalo, very well satisfied with 
the results of the meeting. He is also pleased over the fact that the meet- 
ing is to be held in Columbus next year. 

Ernest B. Cooper, vice-president and general manager of the Insurance 
Company of Tennessee, Shelbyville, Tenn., was in Cincinnati a few days 
ago in conference with Mr. Murray, who is interested in the formation of 
a local company. 

The Supreme Court has granted leave to the trustees of the Buckeye 
Mutual Fire Insurance Company of Shelby, Ohio, to file a report supple- 
mentary to the one filed some time ago. It is said that Trustee Edwin 
Mansfield asks $11,000 additional compensation for his work and William 
M. Hahn asks $3200 more. It will be remembered that the expenses 
amounted to more than the collections in this case, and a referee was 
appointed to go over the accounts. 

The Continental Casualty Company will establish a district office in 
Columbus, under the management of Girard C. Varner of Ironton. Special 
Representative C. E. Smith of the home office was here last week making 
arrangements for the office. 

Manager Edwin D. Boldman of the Union Casualty and Surety Company 
made a trip to West Virginia last week to look the situation over and open 
up the field. He found some very peculiar conditions existing there. In 
the first place all the best agents of the State do not care to take up a 
casualty business unless they can secure the State managements, and many 
of them have made contracts with various companies in this way. Then a 
company must be very careful in the selection of risks in the smaller 
towns. The great industries of that State are mining and lumbering, 
hence the majority of risks are of the hazardous class. It is the opinion 
of casualty underwriters in general that the safest plan is to go slow with 
this class, until it is thorughly understood in that State. 

Deputy Fire Marshal H. H. Hollenbeck has unearthed a very peculiar 
case at New Philadelphia. For six months past fires have been occurring 
there on Saturday night almost regularly, but there never was much dam- 
age done. At last a boy saw a fireman named Robert Ditto touch a match 
to a building one night. He then turned in an alarm and was one of the 
most valiant fighters. Mr. Hollenbeck investigated the case and had the 
man arrested. He made a confession to Mr. Hollenbeck that he had been 
causing the fires in order that he might be the first to get to them, and 
thus gain for himself a promotion to the position of chief. He has been 
prominent in the town. 

The legislative committee of the publicity movement, appointed by 
Chairman J. O. Dye, is as follows: J. O. Dye, State agent of the Royal; 
J. Linxweiler, secretary of the Teutonia, Dayton; George W. Pohlman, 
president of the National, Cincinnati; Charles Ross, secretary of the 
Western Mutual, Urbana; John R. Vernon, president of the Ohio Mutual, 
Salem; J. G. Stevenson, general agent of the Knox Mutual, Mt. Vernon; 
Cc. L. Hecox, special agent of the American of Philadelphia; W. H. 
Herman, special agent of the Spring Garden; T. H. Smith, special 
agent of the German of Freeport; A. W. Neale, president of the Ohio As- 
sociation; W. J. Eilber of Laughterbach & Eilber, Columbus; L. L. Rauh, 
Cincinnati; Cyrus Woodbury, special agent of the Queen; R. E. Gooch, 
special agent of the Liverpool and London and Globe, and R. T. Huggards, 
special agent of the Springfield Fire and Marine. 

The life insurance carried by J. J. Sullivan, the prominent banker and 
business man of Cincinnati, who was killed a few days ago by being 
crushed between a street car and a bridge, is as follows: Equitable Life 
of New York, $22,500; Provident Life and Trust, $5000; Royal Union 
Mutual of Iowa, $10,000; Mutual Life of New York, $5000, making $45,000 
in all. He has paid but one premium on the last $15,000 policy taken in 
the Equitable, according to General Agent Eliot Marfield. 

Secretary Joseph Schauweker of the Bankers Surety Company, Cleve- 
land, states that the company will be ready to begin business within 
a short time now, and will be in good running order by the first of No- 
vember. The rooms to be occupied in the Williamson Building are being 
remodeled and overhauled generally. They will make handsome quar- 
ters for the business, facing as they do on the park and on Euclid Avenue. 
The company wil shortly enter Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Pennsylvania, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin and other lake States for business. Manager Dare 
A. McBeth is busy getting matters into shape for the underwriting de- 
artment. 

y Fred P. Thomas & Co. have been appointed sole agents in Cleveland 
for the Michigan Fire and Marine, State Agent Harry A. Everett having 
made the appointment the first of this week. Mr. Thomas is president of 
the local board and chairman of the governing committee. Although a 
young man, he has made a record in the city, and it is admitted that he 
has done more to clear up local conditions than almost any other agent 
there. 

i interview with Thomas H. Geer of Cleveland, he said that the 
situation there is better than it has been for years. He commended the 
plan of having all troubles referred to a governing committee of six or 
seven members, with full power to act upon all questions without refer- 
ence to the other members, such as they have in Cleveland. He said that 
it prevented the agents from being continually mixed up in a strife, and 
promoted friendship among them, inasmuch as they are not compelled 
to give expression to their ideas in open meetings, or in other way wound 
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each other’s feelings. All controversy over rates seems to have disap- 
peared, and the famous power block discussion has lost its effect. 

The single agency matter has not been taken up by the organization 
in Cleveland, but each agent is doing what he can to discourage any 
further tendencies in this direction. With this out of the way, Cleveland 
would be in good shape, but some companies have as high as a dozen 
agents scattered over the town, and matters are sometimes very much 
complicated as a result. There are in the neighborhood of eighty agents 
doing business in the city, and out of this number ten do the greater 
part of the business. 

D. J. Barry, of late with Tremaine, Draper & Co., Cleveland, has with- 
drawn and associated himself with Buerkle & Lermann of Sandusky, 
under the firm name of Barry, Lermann & Buerkle. Offices have been 
opened in the Garfield Building, and the firm will do business both in 
Cleveland and Sandusky. 

A conference of the legislative committee of the publicity committee, 
held in Cleveland Tuesday, resulted in a resolution to ask the next Legis- 
lature to make the following changes in the insurance laws: 

“The adoption of a standard policy, such as is used in New York, Penn- 
sylvania and some other States, with all the riders adopted in New York 
State, except the coinsurance clause. 

“New York standard coinsurance clause, with the added feature of 
making it an optional contract. 

“The repeal of all statutes in conflict with the above. 

“The repeal of section No. 3659 of the revised statutes, known as the 
anti-compact law. 

“Amend section No. 272 of the revised statutes by adding after the 
word ‘respectively’ and before the word ‘except’ the phrase, ‘providing 
that not more than $10 per day be collected for the services of one chief 
examiner, and not more than $5 per day for each clerk and subordinate, 
with actual traveling expenses.’ This refers to the expenses of examining 
cempanies, the department being free to make the charges whatever it 
sees fit, and the companies must pay them. 

“Amend section No. 3691, division No. 38, section 7, of the revised 
statutes relating to the fire marshal law, to provide that the expense of 
maintenance of the fire marshal’s office be paid out of taxes and fees 
collected, and not by a special tax of one-half of one per cent, as now 
provided by said law. 

“Repeal section No. 3643-B of the revised statutes, known as the County 
Appraiser Law.”’ 

In response to a request from Superintendent of Insurance Vorys, As- 
sistant Attorney-General Todd has rendered an opinion that mutual in- 
surance companies may assess members who have very hazardous risks 
more than members who have good risks. In other words, they may 
make the rates in proportion to the hazard. This reverses an opinion 
given by Hon. John K. Richards when he was Attorney-General in this 
State. 

The Anchor Fire Insurance Company of Cincinnati was incorporated 
Friday, with a capital stock of $200,000, divided into shares of $50 each. 
The incorporators are William K. Briggs, Frederick D. Prentice, M. Don- 
nelley, A. K. Murray and Frank F. Murray. The papers have been sub- 
mitted to the insurance department for authority to do business in the 
State. It is claimed that a large part of the stock has been subscribed 
by business men in Cincinnati and other cities of the State, and that the 
company will do business in several different States in this section. A. 
K. Murray is general agent for several companies, while F. F. Murray 
is in the local business in Cincinnati. William K. Briggs is special agent 
of the Commerce. 

The Michigan Fire and Marine has changed from the office of Merrill, 
Dodge & Jackson at Toledo to that of Pomeroy & Close. 

The Continental has transferred from McDonald’s agency at East 
Liverpool to E. W. Hill & Bro. 

John McCracken of Steubenville has retired from the insurance busi- 
ness, and it will be conducted by his son, James S. McCracken. Mr. Mc- 
cracken is over eighty years of age, and has been engaged in the business 
since the Civil War. 

The Ohio Mutual Life Association of Cincinnati has changed its name to 
the Ohio Mutual Life Insurance Company, and will do business on the 
stipulated premium plan in the future. 

Columbus, October 5. 0. M. C. 





INDUSTRIAL INSURANCE. 


{Our readers will oblige by sending us suggestions, items of news, etc.. such 
as appointments of superintendents and assistant_superintendents, or anything 
of interest in connection with industrial insurance.] 





—C. E. Oliver has been made superintendent at Lexington, Ky., for 
the Sun Life of America. 

—I. Rocdocker is to succeed G. W. Prince as superintendent for the 
Life Insurance Company of Virginia for Indianapolis. 

—John A. Ferguson, superintendent of the Sun Life at New Orleans, is 
honored by having his picture published in the company’s paper. 

—William L. Brown, agent for the Metropolitan branch office in Alle- 
gheny, Pa., was arrested recently on a charge of embezzling $30. 

—The Western and Southern has appointed George Meyer superin- 
tendent of the West Cleveland district, succeeding Joseph Inchs. 

—Dr. Leslie D. Ward, vice-president of the Prudential, has resigned 
the presidency of the Essex County Country Club, on account of inability 
to devote the time necessary to give proper attention to the club. 

—A convention of the sixteen field staffs of the Metropolitan in Arkan- 
sas was held recently in honor of the promotion of N. E. Crow, who has 
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been in charge of the office at Hot Springs, to the superintendency at 
Nashville, and the promotion of J. W. Gunter to the assistant superin- 
tendency to succeed Mr. Crow. 


—A stirring bulletin has been issued by George H. Gaston, second 
vice-president of the Metropolitan Life, from San Francisco to the force 
recently acquired by the absorption of the industrial branch of the Pacific 
Mutual. 

—Joseph N. Gilgen, formerly solicitor and collector for the Metropol- 
itan in Chicago, is under arrest, charged with embezzling $500 from the 
company. Gilgen was bonded by the National Surety, and through its 
agents the deficiency was discovered. 

—Metropolitan agents from the St. John (N. B.) office who attended 
the convention in Quebec last week are: J. E. Kavanagh, superintend- 
ent; E. J. Seely, Jean McDiarmid, assistant superintendents; and Agents 
H. Kinnear, J. B. Pascoe, R. McLean, J. Mills, R. McLaughlin, N. B. 
McLeod, S. W. Hill. 

—President John F. Dryden of the Prudential Insurance Company con- 
tributed to the Newark Sunday News of September 29 an interesting arti- 
cle dealing with the American as a life insurance risk compared with the 
men of other civilized nations. The article shows that next to Scan- 
dinavia the State of New Jersey has the lowest death rate of any State 
or country. 

—The Life Insurance Company of Virginia gives the following latest 
news bulletin: The third quarter’s results all in. Durham closes victor 
in net increase. Richmond wins the lapse honor. Danville carries off 
collections honor. Winning assistants: Overman, Durham, net increase; 
Barrett, Richmond, lapse; Davenport, Danville, collections. Agent How- 
ell, Durham, wins net increase honor. Agent Rabineau, Richmond, wins 
lapse honor. Agent Johnson, Spartanburg, wins collections honor. A 
spirited array of challengers for the new quarter. Result of net increase 
and other duels for the preceding thirteen weeks. 

—Vice-President Leslie D. Ward of the Prudential has issued a letter 


to the field staff, in which he says: 

What we want, above everything else, is that every member of every 
district staff shall give us, during the three months left of the year, his 
very best effort to secure each week a normal quantity of high-grade 
business—the kind that will persistently cling to the books and be a 
benefit to all concerned in it; the only kind that will enable us to secure 
a real triumph with the close of 1901, and, at the same time, open up 
1902 with a clean set of books, and no January thaw or spring house- 
cleaning to confront us. In order to begin 1902 on a solid actual increase 
basis we must close 1901 with business the quality and permanency of 
which are guaranteed by the care taken in its selection. So far as op- 
portunity to procure this quality of business is concerned, there is not 
a district in our entire field that is not capable of yielding a rich harvest 
to the zealous, painstaking and persevering Prudential worker. Our 
paramount and controlling desire is: Not less Quantity, but more Qual- 
ity. To secure this let us have, from now on, not a series of spasmodic 
efforts (which too often prove far more harmful than beneficial), but a 
regular, steady, even pressure, with each member of every district bear- 
ing his full part. 

—Colonial Notes.—The following changes are recorded: William P. 
Selby is appointed to the management of Jersey City. To assistancies: 
John McCash, Chester, Pa.; Hamilton Wade, Philadelphia; James F. Hay- 
don, New York City; G. L. Storm, Walter S. Lawrence, Harlem; Joseph 
Arnold, W. W. Longabough, West Philadelphia; Charles F. Butterworth, 
Newark; R. J. Smith, Long Island City; Conrad Fisher, W. E. Callahan, 
Jersey City; Harold W. Stocker, Easton; A. N. Dunham, Hightstown; 
Elmer E. Bogart, Plainfield; E. L. Bradley, Somerville; R. J. Christy, 
New York City. Thomas M. Paterson transfers from Somerville to Brook- 
lyn No. 1 as assistant manager. The following gentlemen have the proud 
distinction of leading all others in industrial for 1901: A. B. Charles, 
Philadelphia; Peter Robertson, New York City; Patrick Hughes, Harlem; 
G. A. Libby, West Philadelphia; John T. Evans, Camden. Those who 
claim like distinction in ordinary are: A. N. Sparks, Brooklyn No. 1; G. 
M. Nettleship, Newark; Peter Robertson, New York City; W. P. Selby, 
Jersey City; E. F. Meyer, Hoboken. The leading assistants for industrial 
are F. W. Smith, Colwyn, Pa.; D. J. Urquhart, Harlem; H. E. Marts, 
Bridgeton; Benjamin Turner, New York City; R. D. Knisell, West Phila- 
delphia. In ordinary: Alfred Jackson, Brooklyn No. 1; J. W. Strine, 
Newark; Edward Kiger, Atlantic City; Rine Young, Newton; William 
Ker, Jersey City. The company has reason to congratulate itself on being 
further ahead in record, with its work better in hand, than at any period 
in its history, a fact which will make the present year one to stand out 
markedly in every respect. 

HINTS FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS. 

The Spare Half-Hour.—If you are an alive, wide-awake, up-to-date 
agent, you should never have any time on your hands—time that you 
can’t use, that is. It’s the spare half-hour that counts for success or 
Now, how are 


failure in every line of business, as well as in our own. 
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you going to prevent it; how so arrange that you can utilize those half 
hours to advantage all the time? By just keeping your prospect book 
full. Be broad minded enough to believe that success is coming to you 
just in the proportion to which you impress your own individuality and 
the merits of your company upon others—the greater the number of 
those others the greater the scope of your success. Remember the gen- 
eral agent who found by actual count that he insured every prospect in 
twenty. That was for ordinary, of course. Think where he would have 
been without persistence and a big book of prospects to work from. In 
industrial the proportion is by no means so large and the chances better 
Get before the biggest public you can command. 

About Arguments.—It is not an uncommon thing at all to hear a new 
man ask his superintendent or assistant: ‘‘Now, in canvassing, will you 
tell me just what arguments I shall use in favor of insurance?” That 
is a question that a man need have no fear about until he has to face it, 
and then, unless the query be a very intricate one, not one man out of 
ten, if he really believes in life insurance himself, will find any difficulty 
in answering it. Don’t court argument in canvassing; don’t begin it, and 
avoid it if you can; but your prospect will settle that yuestion for you. 
Most men nowadays appreciate fully the value of life insurance; they 
are willing enough to grant all that you have to say in its favor. It is 
the application of the theory that you find difficult—the overcoming of 
the inertia of the individual. The persons you are canvassing will advance 
the subject which will lead up to the point of argument. Let your own 
efforts be directed mainly to the single issue of obtaining the application 
of the individual you are addressing. Let the argument go—if it’s for ar- 
gument’s sake. 

Starting Agents.—All this, of course, is a matter of education and ex- 
perience. And how much in the way of direction and counsel the super- 
intendent and assistant can do in this line for their agents, if they will! 
Never send a raw agent out canvassing alone, if you can help it. Of 
course, circumstances may make it necessary at times, and then the 
assistant should go over each case with the new agent, very carefully 
giving him the result of his wider knowledge and experience. It is well, 
also, for the assistant to call in the evening with the agent upon prospects 
which the latter has fonnd it impossible to close. He will then obtain 
some practical lessons in the art of properly presenting the subject of 
insurance. He will see how easily it can be accomplished when one has 
the tact of doing it just the right way, and it will be very unusual if 
one or more applications are not obtained as a result of the evening’s 
work. After a week or so of such tuition, the agent is well fitted to start 
out for himself and by himself with prospect of success. 











NEWS OF THE WEEK. 


Death of J. S. Bloomingston. 

Dr. JOHN S. BLOOMINGSTON, editor and proprietor of The Investigator of 
Chicago, died on the 3d inst., of an acute attack of pneumonia complicated 
with heart trouble. He had but just returned from a trip through the 
East, winding up with the Insurance Commissioners convention at Buffalo. 
Dr. Bloomingston was born in Switzerland in 1843, and was thrown upon 
his own resources early in life. He established himself in Chicago in 
1866, and began the study of medicine, graduating from Rush College in 
1870.° He also studied law, and had the degrees of D. C. L., Ph. D. and 
LL. D. conferred upon him. In 1874 he established The Investigator, and 
made that paper his principal business. He was a member of many so- 
cieties and social bodies, by whom he was held in high regard. Insurance 
journalists of Chicago and vicinity and the Chicago Press Club have 
passed suitable resolutions. Funeral services were held on Saturday 
last, the pallbearers being his friends among the life and fire managers 
of Chicago. 





Life, Health and Annuity Policy of the Benkers Life 
of New York 


THE Bankers Life Insurance Company of the City of New York has put 
on the market an attractive policy, designed to provide indemnity in the 
event of death, weekly payments in case of total disability caused by 
illness or accident, and an annuity after the age of seventy has been 
attained. By this contract, therefore, it is practically impossible for sick- 
ness or accident to prevent the payment of premiums. A policy on this 
plan for $10,000 issued at the age of thirty-five costs $395.30 per annum 
until the insured reaches his seventieth birthday, when no further pre- 
miums are required. It provides, first, the payment of $10,000 in the 
event of death; second, weekly indemnity in case of total disability, 
whether caused by accident or disease, at the rate of $50 per week for 
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the first thirteen weeks after the first, $30 per week for the next thir- 
teen weeiss. and $20 per week thereafter so long as the disabil- 
ity continues: third, on arriving at the age of seventy the insured 
may take either a paid-up participating policy for $10,000 or an annuity 
of $1,000 per annum, payable quarterly in advance, or a paid-up policy 
for $5,000 and an annuity of $500 per annum, payable quarterly. In the 
event of death, the policy may be paid in annual instalments for twenty 
years, and for as many years thereafter as the beneficiary may survive. 
The policy does not contain any specific list of diseases or injuries, but 
simply excludes all diseases and injuries wilfully caused by the insured 
or sustained as the result of intoxicating liquors or narcotics, or of im- 
moral conduct, or of voluntary and unnecessary exposure to accident, 
contagion or infection, or of participation in military or naval service in 
time of war, or of dueling or violation of law. The policy contains the 
various liberal features relating to grace, prepayment of premiums, sur- 
plus accumulation and surrender values common to this company’s con- 
tracts, and it should prove a favorite among the agents, and through 
them with the insuring public. 

While such a policy has not been hitherto offered in America, it has 
for a long time been sold in other countries, and the rates charged by 
the Bankers are based upon an experience covering millions of insured 
lives. The company will put up on this insurance a much larger reserve 
thau for life insurance alone, according to the requirements of the new 
statute of the State of New York regulating such reserves. 





Coming Sessions of State Legislatures. 


Session 
State. Session Begins. Continues. 
CO se bo earc ce pueniinisdbdde toutes OR FE Bien tevececcas 50 days 
EL Ca wds ceane 4s curries cue cca enemas oS eee No limit. 
I og einavvieeyowakedauvew see aes pA | errr ere 60 days 
CNS i wwcscecbacnmeeivadsteeaken May, MEL bienekdecuess 60 days 
ME ik Seer ecten ee Eek Cie age Can ce ee 90 days 
PIINNOEUIE 5 5.0 sc F casecuseseccenece SOR. 1, TBR vids ciceccccec De Healt. 
WEI edn u'e skdes as ceveiadsac cele ne pe Ae No limit 
WIIER by C255 dee cee eeeRiCsedee wa Po Se | ee No limit 
DCM a 5 oeikes p00 dc cteetoseneeas Jan., re ee No limit 
TEE Sere. co's che Vs dan deeds neesanad Oe 0 ee No limit 
eis chose nccdcéVeocbscdeecevees pg es eee No limit 
TG Nceivicecscdccdbaepaavecse Jan., BE nabss dagen 40 days 
CON SPORES 5 oc oS es ccesccnseceuess Gy TIES ov ceviciveceve 90 days 
Wa Rae heecnesecssiucsdcéteneness ns = Ee SERS S dace ncenne ws No limit. 





Institute of Actuaries’ Text Book, Part 1. 

A NEw and revised edition of the Institute of Actuaries’ Text Book, Part 
I., has just been issued. The work deals with the principles of interest, 
life annuities and assurances and their practical application. Ralph Tod- 
hunter, F. I. A., was intrusted with the preparation of the new edition 
which is practically a new work, as he found it desirable to rewrite the 
volume. The book is therefore more suitable for the students for whom 
it was originally intended. The author, in his introduction, says: ‘‘The 
general theory of compound interest has been presented in a form which 
will, it is hoped, afford a comprehensive view of the subject, and special 
attention has been given to the applications of the theory to practical 
financial problems. For the convenience of those students who have no 
previous knowledge of the methods of the Infinitesimal Calculus, a chap- 
ter on the elements of this subject has been included.” 

The book comprises 214 pages, is handsomely printed on stout paper, is 
substantially bound and sells at $4 per copy. Part II., dealing with Life 
Contingencies (including Life Annuities and Assurances), can also be 
supplied at $10 per copy, or the two parts for $14. All orders should be 
addressed to the sole selling agents, The Spectator Company, 95 William 
Street, New York. 





National Union of Pittsburg to Double Capital and Surpius. 
THE directors of the National Union Fire of Pittsburg have voted in 
favor of an increase in the company’s capital from $500,000 to $1,000,000. 
The plan contemplates the sale of the new stock at 150 per cent, thus 
providing $250,000 of surplus in addition to the $250,000 originally paid in. 
The National Union is planting agencies in sections offering a fair chance 
for profitable busines, and gives every promise of becoming one of the 
country’s most substantial companies. 





Life Insurance Leaflet. 


ONE of the most unique canvassing leaflets of the year has just been 
issued. It is entitled ‘‘Too Busy,’’ and will prove an excellent help to 
agents in soliciting. Sample copy will be mailed on receipt of six cents. 
Address, J. A. F., care of THE SPECTATOR. *** 
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‘sFire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees ”’ 
THE Spectator Company has recently published an important work bearing 
the above title, which cannot fail to prove of great value to all persons 
identified with fire underwriting. The subjects covered by Fire Insurance 
Laws, Taxes and Fees are as follows: 


Domestic Companies. Reinsurance Reserve. 
Preliminary Documents. Tax Statements. 
Capital Required. Foreign Companies’ Home Office 


Deposit. Statements. 
Mutual Companies. Publication. 

Lloyds. Impairment. 

Attorney. Examinations. 

Fees. Standard Policy. 
Taxes. Cancellation of Policy. 


Valued Policy. 
Anti-Coinsurance. 


Fire Department Tax. 
Reciprocal Law. 
Agents Defined. Anti-Compact. 
Resident Agents. Limit on a Single Risk. 
Agents’ Licenses. * Reinsurance. 
Annual Statement. Licensed Brokers. 
Semi-Annual Statement. Fire Marshal. 

General Penalties. 


In addition to these topics, the book contains lists of counties and cities 
or towns imposing taxes or fees upon fire insurance companies, or their 
agents, with the amount or percentage of such taxes or fees, and, as a 
rule, the dates when payment is required. This information is given as 
fully as possible for each State and Territory where such taxes or fees 
are permitted and imposed. The series of Subject Indexes, covering twelve 
pages, is believed to be an entirely unique feature and of considerable 
assistance in quickly locating any desired item of information. Aside 
from the Subject Indexes, the data relating to each State are kept together, 
and the whole work is completely indexed, legibly printed in large type 
upon fine paper and handsomely bound in law sheep. Price per copy is $5. 


OPINIONS OF STATE INSURANCE OFFICIALS REGARDING FIRE INSURANCE 
LAWS, TAXES AND FEES. 


The following extracts are from letters received from State officials 
having charge of insurance matters: 

This publication contains, in compact form, extracts of the fire insur- 
ance laws of the various States, covering the important provisions and 
requirements, which will be found of incalculable value, not only te the 
various Insurance Commissioners or Departments of the various States, but 
especially to the insurance companies. The Spectator Company is de- 
serving of much credit for undertaking and completing such an important 
publication. There is not a fire insurance company, nor, in fact, an agent 
representing same, but what should have this volume in their office.— 
Elmer H. Dearth, Insurance Commissioner of State of Minnesota. 


I desire to commend The Spectator Company for the very able and com- 
prehensive work.—J. H. Calderhead, Auditor, State of Montana. 


Your valuable document, Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees * * * isa 
volume that this office highly appreciates and is under many obligations 
to you for.—William Grimes, Secretary, Territory of Oklahoma. 

I consider the compilation a very excellent one, and believe every insur- 
ance office, transacting a general business, would find it very useful.— 
Israel W. Durham, Insurance Commissioner of Pennsylvania. 


I fully appreciate the importance of Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and 
Fees, and the great labor and care which must have been expended in its 
compilation. The book is a valuable one, and will be in constant use in 
this Department.—Thomas H. Wagner, Superintendent of Insurance, State 
of Missouri. 

Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees has come to hand, and I have no 
doubt it will prove very valuable to the insurance fraternity.—James R. 
Young, Insurance Commissioner, State of North Carolina. 

I have examined the book carefully and find it will be a valuable addi- 
tion to our reference library. * * * The accurate information con- 
tained in this book, and its unique arrangement, will facilitate any person 
desirous of inquiring into the subject. The data, with regard to the State 
of Louisiana, are correct and conveniently arranged.—Eugene J. McGivney. 
Assistant Secretary of State, in charge of Insurance Department of 
Louisiana. 

It is the most complete publication of the kind ever coming under my 
observation. The laws relating to Mississippi are wonderfully correct and 
explicit. The publication is invaluable to insurance people generally.— 
W. Q. Cole, Auditor, State of Mississippi. 


Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees received, and, upon examination 
of same, I find it to be very valuable to us in our office—Lloyd Wilkinson, 
Insurance Commissioner of Maryland. 

I think the book is very valuable, and I am sure every Commissioner will 
be pleased with the same.—Charles C. Gray, Insurance Commissioner, 
State of Rhode Island. 

Your new publication, entitled Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees, is 
a most valuable work, and will be of great assistance to this Department. 
I can appreciate the labor and expense involved in its preparation.— 
William Bettle, Commissioner of Banking and Insurance of New Jersey. 

Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees cannot be but a treasure to its 
possessor, whether he be agent, manager or Insurance Department official. 
I have already found it of use to me.—George W. Marshall, Insurance 
Commissioner of Delaware. 

Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees is a very valuable book, and doubt- 
less will be sought by insurance men as well as the insurance officials of 
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the different States.—William J. Wright, Comptroller-General, State of 
Georgia. 

I have received a copy of Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees, just 
issued, and find it to be a valuable compilation for any insurance library. 
—Fred A. Howland, Secretary of State, State of Vermont. 

Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees will be of much value to the De- 
partment, serving as a ready and accurate reference to the insurance laws 
of other States as well as this State.—A. I. Vorys, Superintendent of 
Insurance, State of Ohio. 

I believe Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees is of great value, not 
only to the Insurance Departments, but as well to the insurance companies 
and agents.—John C. Linehan, Insurance Commissioner, State of New 
Hampshire. 

In my opinion it will be very handy to all persons connected with insur- 
ance.—W. E. Sargent, Territorial Auditor, Territory of New Mexico. 

We have examined Fire Insurance Laws, Taxes and Fees carefully and 
realize that it will be of great benefit to the various State Auditors, as well 
as to men engaged in the work of fire insurance. It certainly supplies a 
long-felt want of the Department. We trust you may have ready sale for 
this book.—Frank F. Merriam, Auditor, State of Iowa. 

We have carefully examined your abstract of the statutory require- 
ments of this State and found it correct. This publication is of ines- 
timable value to everyone whose duties require them to keep in touch 
with the statutory requirements of the different States relating to in- 
surance.—S. W. Carr, Insurance Commissioner, State of Maine. 





Progress of the Phoenix Mntual Life. 
UNDER date of October 1, Vice-President John M. Holcombe advises the 


agents of the Phenix Mutual Life, as follows: 


The new plans which were adopted by the company at the beginning of the 
present year have now been in use nine months, and have therefore had a 
practical test. We can now say that the changes which were made, only after 
several years of careful consideration, have been accepted by our agents generally 
with satisfaction and full confidence that they were made for the best good of 
the company, and, therefore, of all those connected with it. | - 

The outstanding insurance has been renewed very satisfactorily, which indicates 
that the members have the fullest confidence in the company. The new business 
has been good in quality and fair in amount, and of sufficient volume to produce 
a steady and healthful growth. It is the hope and expectation of the officers 
that this year, the fiftieth of the company’s business experience, will prove to be 
the most prosperous in its history, but complete satisfaction cannot be attained 
unless every industrious and faithful agent shall earn that reward to which in- 
dustry and loyalty are entitled, and this can only be secured by a steady and 
substantial growth in each agency. 

Three months now remain of the present year, and each one of you is urged 
to look carefully into his record and to use every effort to make it a satisfactory 
one from every point of view. You have a —e second to none in financial 
ability to fully perform its obligations, and you have plans which will satisfy the 
wants of all who desire legitimate life insurance, and if you shall make the best 
oS see necessary to place honest life insurance, the result cannot 

e in doubt. 





The Berkshire Life Insurance Company. 

ON the 15th of May, 1851, there was incorporated under the laws of Massa- 
chusetts a life insurance company styled the Berkshire County Mutual 
Life Insurance Company, with headquarters at Pittsfield. Four years 
later, by virtue of an act of the legislature, the company adopted the title 
the Berkshire Life Insurance Company, by which it is now so well and 
favorably known in several States of the Union. After due preparation 
the company commenced business in September, 1851, and ever since that 
time has furnished the very best kind of life insurance protection. 

It has been the policy of the Berkshire from the start to build slowly. 
No effort has ever been made for mere bigness at the expense of safety. 
As a result, the growth of the company has proceeded steadily without 
wild fluctuations, and even during the period when life insurance com- 
panies generally were losing heavily in business, the Berkshire was so 
firmly established that it was but slightly affected. Care in selecting 
applicants for insurance, a judicious investment of funds and conservative 
management throughout, have resulted in building up a company which 
ranks among the strongest in the country and is a credit to its home State. 

During the past twenty years particularly the Berkshire has made com- 
mendable progress. At the close of 1879, which year marked the end of 
the period of decline in volume of American life insurance, the company 
showed assets of $3,424,056; surplus of $310,022; insurance in force, $11,- 
458,633; premiums, $390,486; total income, $588,314, and payments to policy- 
holders of $332,997. Since that time the progress of the company has 
been uniformly steady, as shown by the following table: 


























| Payments | I 
* : Total pia New per Fascia 
Year. | Premiums to Policy-| Assets. Surplus. . in 
| | Income. Molders. | Business. Wadia: 
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ee: 2,096,685 | 2,521,569 | 1,272,670 | 10,216,039 800,458 | 8,066,576 | 54,000,676 
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1085.......2] 669,115 858,704 633,834 | 3,796,168 440,782 ; 3,824,092 | 16,209,814 
RS 523,343 | 715,073 649,636 | 3,577,184 477,041 | 2,676,313 | 13,005,262 
a 390,486 | 314 382,997 | 3,424,056 310,022 | 2,546,419 | 11,458,638 





In the fifty years which have elapsed since organization, the Berkshire 
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Life has received in premiums $30,423,810, and has paid its policyholders 
in death claims $7,985,883; for endowments, $2,942,313; for surrenders, 
$5,631,280, and for dividends $4,492,736, making a total of $21,052,212. The 
assets now held by the company, $10,216,039, added to the amount paid 
policyholders since organization, exceed the total premiums received by 
over $800,000. 

The management of the company is in the hands of capable men, the 
officers having been identified with it for very many years. William R. 
Plunkett, the president, has held that office since 1877, while Secretary 
James W. Hull has served since 1872 as such. James M. Barker, vice- 
president, has also served the company for a long period. 

In the field the Berkshire is highly esteemed, and some of the brightest 
general agents of the country are actively pushing its interests. Its 
plans are highly attractive to the insuring public, and there is every 
prospect that its future rate of progress will be in greater ratio than even 
during the past two decades. 





Conservative Life Insurance Company. 


DAvip W. EDWARDS has resigned as president ot the Conservative Life 
Insurance Company, and Frederick H. Rindge has been elected to take 
his place. Mr. Rindge is well known from the Atlantic to the Pacific as 
a man of many millions. As the largest individual stockholder and 
president of the company, his name will add much to the strength and 
solidity of the company. 

The active management of the life insurance business of the company 
will continue to be under the direction of Wilbur S. Tupper, first vice- 
president. 

George I. Cochran, general counsel of the company, has been made sec- 
‘ond vice-president. Mr. Cochran will be at the head of the company’s 
financial operations. ; 

The company has enjoyed a large measure of success. It reports more 
than a million of new business written in California up to date and has 
organized agencies in some States of the Middle West. It has actually 
gained in assets while doing this relatively large amount of business. Its 
home office building, now in process of construction, will be ready for 
occupancy about the first of the new year.*** 





MERE MENTION. 


Life Insurance Notes. 

—The A®tna Life has declared its regular quarterly dividend of two and one-half 
per cent. 

—Prudential has re-entered Florida and appointed Rush & Royster of Jackson- 
ville as general agents. 

—The Home Life has appointed Fred. S, Retan general manager for Eastern 
New York, with headquarters at Albany. 

—The current number of The New York News Letter is mainly devoted to 
views and descriptions of the city of Richmond, Va. 





—The AStna Indemnity has appointed Walter D. Wellborn Louisiana general 
agent, who will at once begin appointing agents throughout the State. 


—The Kansas Mutual Life has appointed L. C. Cochnower actuary. He was 
formerly connected with the actuarial department of the Union Central Life. 

—The National Life of the United States of America has been examined by 
Superintendent Church of the Kansas Department, preparatory to granting a 
license. 

—Edgar F. Cochran, who recently pleaded guilty to the charge of embezzling 
funds of the New York Life, has been sentenced to the reformatory at Mans- 
field, Ohio. 

—William H. Herrick, general agent for the Provident Savings Life at St. 
Louis, has his picture and Masonic career outlined in the October number of 
The Masonic Constellation. 

—A new organization to be known as the Fraternal Life Association has been 
formed at Hastings, Neb. John A. Logan, president; S. E. Heacox, secretary, 
and J. H. Spicer, treasurer. 

—John Skelton Williams, president of the Seaboard Air Line, has taken a 
policy for $100,000 in the Prudential, through Blackford & Wilmer, the company’s 
general agents at Richmond, Va. 

—L. M. Wise of Chicago is now representing the Northwestern Mutual Life 
of Milwaukee. He recently resigned as associate manager of the Western 
department of the Hanover Fire. 

—D. E. Foley, for many years connected with the Michigan Mutual Life at 
Uica, N. Y., has been offered the position of assistant manager for the company, 
to have charge of the Utica district. 


—William Thomas was arrested recently at Metamora, Mich., on a charge of 
insurance swindling. ‘he warrant was sworn out by George A. Moore, a promi- 
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nent farmer. Thomas is alleged to have represented himself as agent for the 
Mutual of New York, and to have sold policy, collected money, etc. 

—James H. Hyde of the Equitable and Alfred Gwynne Vanderbilt started this 
week on a 190-mile coaching trip from this city to Philadelphia and return, with 
the expectation of making a record trip. 


October 10, 1901] 


—George I. Hull, a well-known insurance man in Connecticut and for many 
years a member of the A®tna Life staff, died last week at the Hartford Hospital, 
after several months’ illness of cancer of the larynx. 


—The Old Line Order is the new name of the Fellowship of Solidarity, papers 
for final organization having been sent to Albany. The officers will be: Presi- 
dent, John Ford; secretary and actuary, J. M. Emery. 

—William J. Wilkinson of Baltimore has been appointed special agent for the 
Provident Savings. He was formerly general agent of the same company. T. 
M. Skiles, recently special agent, is to take Wilkinson’s place as general agent 
in Baltimore. 

—Northwestern National Life of Minneapolis has issued over $3,800,000 of new 
business so far this year. It has also made deposit of securities with the Treas- 
urer of the State of Minnesota under the new Minnesota act, under which it 
qualified in July last. 

—Vincent D. Cliff has purchased the bulk of W. F. Pearson’s interest in the 
United States Health and Accident Company of Saginaw, and Mr. Pearson re- 
signs as president. J. Bert Pitcher, the secretary, has been elected president, and 
Mr. Cliff becomes secretary. 

—Fourth annual dinner of the Western Pennsylvania agency of the Provident 
Savings took place at Pittsburg last Friday. Ralph K. Hubbard, controller; 
E. R. Tillinghast, superintendent of agencies, and Dr. Vandewater, medical 
director, represented the home office. Manager Charles W. Scovel presided, and 
was highly satisfied with the outcome. 

—Articles of incorporation for a new insurance order in Des Moines have been 
filed with the County Recorder. The concern will be known as the Northwest 
Reserve; C. L. Morean, supreme president; H. E. Dodge, supreme vice- presi- 
dent, and E. J. Whittle, supreme treasurer. 

—National Life of United States of America reports $626,000 of new business 
for September, as against $320,000 for the corresponding month of last year. Up 
to October 1 the company has written $5,330,000 in new business, which is 
$1,300,000 more than the total issues of 1900. 


—The following figures show the business transacted by the Mutual Life of 
New York in the United Kingdom during the year 1900: New business applied 
for, 3857 policies for $9,583,260; new business written and paid for, 3186 policies 
for $7,159,460, producing in new premiums $307,095; total premium and annuity 
income for the year, $2,838,265, of which $229,900 was for annuities. 

—Lawrence Whitworth, charged by Sherwood Gillespie, general agent of the 
Mutual Life, with appropriating nearly $4000 from T. D. Hinckley, was arrested 
in San Francisco and taken back to Seattle, Wash. Whitworth secured an appli- 
cation for $75,000 from Mr. Hinckley, which was not accepted by the company, 
and Whitworth failed to return the premium. He was on the point of boarding 
a vessel for Honolulu when arrested. 


—Security Mutual Life has appointed Steve Essex, formerly its general manager 
in Mississippi, manager for Iowa, with headquarters at Des Moines. Other ap- 
pointments include Frank C, Campbell, Minneapolis, State agent for Minnesota; 
Robert S. Moody, Rochester, N. Y.; John T. Amey, Lancaster, N. H., manager 
for New Hampshire. C. H. Jackson has been appointed assistant superintendent 
of agencies at the home office in Binghamton. 

—Harry C. Thompson, cashier of the Cincinnati office of the Union Mutual 
Life, was recently nominated by the Socialist party for Governor of Ohio. As a 
result he has been dismissed from his position, the company advising him to 
the effect that it cannot retain in its employ “a person holding the views of. a 
Socialist, an organization which aims to destroy the conditions under which only 
it is possible for institutions like ours to prosper.” 

—Pittsburg Life Underwriters Association held its first banquet of the fall 
season last Saturday night, and had Wm. D. Wyman, president of the National 
Association, as its guest of honor. He made a very stirring speech, and was 
followed by Ralph K, Hubbard, controller of the Provident Savings, and E. R. 
Tillinghast, superintendent of agencies for the same company. Quite a number 
of gentlemen contributed to the pleasure of a well-spent evening. 


—North American Life of Canada has been successful in its contention with 
George Brophy through the courts that a policy taken out on the life of the late 
Alexander Cromar of Toronto was a gambling or wager policy, and therefore 
absolutely illegal and void. Other companies have paid Brophy some $70,000 
under similar circumstances, and in view of the decision rendered by the Court 
of Appeal it is possible that they are in position to recover the sums paid. 


—G. F. Stevenson, secretary of the Western Masons Mutual Life Insurance 
Association of Yankton, S. D., has threatened Attorney-General Post and In- 
surance Commissioner Howe with political oblivion should they seek to enforce 
their recent decision regarding filing annual statements and payment of agents’ 
fees by mutual and benevolent insurance companies. Mr. Howe has notified 
Mr. Stevenson that the bluff will not go, and that the company must comply if 
it is to do business in the State. 


—The St. Petersburg Zeitung says Paul Moeller, general manager of the New 
York Life for Russia, leaves St. Petersburg to take a higher position with his 
company in Paris. Mr. Moeller came to Russia nineteen years ago practically as 
a pioneer in life insurance in this country, and as a result of his indomitable 
energy, in 1885 he succeeded in obtaining the first concession from the Russian 
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government regarding its stringent regulations. During the past sixteen years 
Mr. Moeller has succeeded in building up a large business for his company, 
and the new business secured annually is greater than the combined results of 
all the companies now doing business in Russia. Mr. Moeller’s departure from 
Russia is much to be regretted, as no one has done so much toward popularizing 
life insurance and putting it on a solid basis as he has. 

—A wide range of topics is covered by the October number of The Century 
Magazine and a variety of tastes appealed to. “The Practice of the Law in New 
York,” by Judge Henry Howland, is the leading paper. “A Grave Crisis in 
American Hictory,” by Milton Harlow Northrup, deals with the electoral com- 
mission of 1877, and is highly interesting. Other features of the number, in- 
cluding stories, illustrations and editorials, prove that its managers have not yet 
lost their ability to make an attractive and instructive magazine. 

—A bill in equity has been filed in Court of Common Pleas No. 4, Baltimore, 
by its Baltimore Life against Henry Gleisner and the Commonwealth Beneficial, 
in which complaint is made that Gleisner, formerly an employee of the Baltimore 
Life, had informed members of the company that the sick benefit branch was 
to be relinquished by the Baltimore Life, and that the Beneficial Association 
would replace its policies with their own. The Baltimore company denies any 
intention of giving up the sick benefit business, and has asked the courts to en- 
join the defendants from interfering with the complainant’s business. 

—An unusual question was recently passed upon by the Circuit Court of the 
Fifth Circuit at Nashville, Tenn. A man having a policy of insurance on his 
life named his wife as beneficiary. Later they assigned half interest to their two 
sons. The man murdered his wife, was convicted and executed, but between 
conviction and execution had assigned his interest in policy to sons, who claimed 
to be sole owners of policy. The court decided that action could not be main- 
tained even though policy contained no provision for forfeiture in case of execu- 
tion for crime, inasmuch as policy, if it permitted such recovery, would be in 
effect insuring against miscarriage of justice, and void, as against public policy. 

—In 1866 a Mr. Clark took out a policy of $5000 in the Mutual Benefit Life on 
the ten-payment life plan, half of the premium being paid in cash and one-half 
by note. The policy became paid up in 1876, and Mr. Clark thought little more 
about it. In 1888 the notes were all canceled by the application of annual divi- 
dends, and since that time the dividends have been accumulating, Mr. Clark not 
having advised the company of his wishes in respect to them, and, in fact, being 
unaware of any accumulation. He was therefore much surprised a few weeks 
ago at being presented with a draft for $536.78 by a representative of the com- 
pany who had traced him. Naturally he is very much pleased with the results 
of his policy. 

—Frank W. Carr, the surviving member of the firm of James B. Carr & Son, 
which for more than forty years has been identified with life and fire under- 
writing in Philadelphia and vicinity, has joined forces with the Penn Mutual 
Life, having been appointed on October 1 one of its general agents for the city 
of Philadelphia. Mr. Carr has established an excellent reputation as an energetic, 
capable and thoroughly reliable life underwriter, annually producing a consid- 
erable volume of new business. His personal writings are always very large, 
and within three months he wrote over $1,000,000 of new paid business. He has 
taken offices at 416 walnut street, which is in the insurance center, and it is ex- 
pected that he will soon gather about him a force of intelligent and honorable 
solicitors whose joint product will largely increase the local business of the 
Penn Mutual. 


Fire Insurance Notes. 

—Rates are up at Omaha, Denver, St. Joseph and Kansas City. 

—William B. Hamilton, a well-known insurance agent of McKeesport, Pa., died 
recently. 

—The agencies of Robert Seymour and J. V. Darland of Laporte, Ind., have 
consolidated. 

—R. M. Bennett of Cincinnati will resign as special agent of the Hanover on 
November 1. 

—George B. Koeneke of Humboldt, Neb., an insurance agent, died of heart 
failure last week. 

—Chief Joyner of the Atlanta fire department has organized a paid fire depart- 
ment at Greenville, S. C. 

—The annual meeting of the Kentucky and Tennessee Association will be held 
in Louisville, November 6. 

—Heaslip & Huger of New Orleans have formed a local agency partnership 
representing the Traders of Chicago. 

—Manager E. J. Jolly of the Utah branch of the Board of Fire Underwriters of 
the Pacific at Salt Lake City has resigned. 

—The Union Insurance Company of Chicago is one of the companies black- 
listed by the Missouri Insurance Department. 

—The St. Paul Fire and Marine has appointed C. F. Sayles & Co. to succeed 
Robert Ziner & Co. as agents for Indianapolis. 

—W. Frank Pattillo, son of W. F. Pattillo, general agent of the Hamburg- 
Bremen at Decatur, Ga., died at his home recently of typhoid fever. 

—R. B. Esler of Des Moines, the Prussian National’s Kansas, Minnesota, Mis- 
souri and Nebraska special, has resigned on account of his poor health. 

—The Hanover has appointed Lee W. Bart, now the Niagara’s special agent for 
Ohio, to fill the same position for the former company on and after November 1. 


—Captain J. S. Clark, manager of the Anchor Insurance Company of Des 
Moines, Ia., thinks that the companies declaring off rates on preferred business 
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may be construed as a violation of the Blanchard anti-compact law, which law 
forbids companies as a body taking any action regarding rates. 

—Lucas & Cotterman, formerly connected with the firm of Adolph Loeb & Son, 
will manage the American Fire Underwriters, a new concern launched in Chicago. 

—Benjamin P. Kirk of Kennett Square, Pa., a director of the Mutual Fire In- 
surance Company of Chester County, died at his home the early part of last 
week. 

—Barry & Mosher, general insurance agents of Baltimore, have been appointed 
attorneys and general agents of the North British and Mercantile Fire of New 
York. 

—The Firemans Fund has appointed as special! agent for Cook county R. J. 
McIntyre, special agent for Wisconsin, in addition to the territory now covered 
by him. 


—Walter Kavanagh of Montreal, Canada, has been appointed general agent for 


the Dominion of Canada by the Scottish Alliance Insurance Company, Limited, 
of Glasgow. ; 

—At Sydney, C. B., the tariff companies threaten to cancel all mercantile risks 
if the town council persists in its determination to place all its insurance in non- 
tariff companies. 

—It is understood that ‘the Western department of the London and Lancashire 
at Chicago will hereafter be under the joint management of John S. Belden and 
Charles E. Dox. 

—Prioleau Ellis, special agent for the A®tna in Louisiana and Mississippi, has 
been appointed to fill the same position for Alabama and Florida, with head- 
quarters at Atlanta. 

—A reward of $250 has been offered by the National Board for the arrest and 
conviction of the person or persons who set fire to the building at 1304 Canal 
street, New Orleans. 

—The London and Lancashire has gained control of the Quebec Fire of 
Quebec. The Quebec is over 100 years old, and has a paid-up capital of $100,000, 
with assets ammounting to $192,312. 

—A reward of $500 has been offered by the National Board of Underwriters for 
the arrest and conviction of the incendiaries in Algiers, a section of New Orleans 
on the west bank of the Mississippi. 

—The new Lone Star Insurance Company of Texas, located at San Antonio, 
expects to be ready for business in the near future. Its officers are: President, 
J. E. Dedman; secretary, M. Miles. 

—It is claimed by P. Parry Jones of Cleveland, representative of the London 
Salvage Association, that the marine losses so far this year on the Great Lakes 
have far exceeded the premium receipts. 

—According to The Journal of Commerce and Commercial Builetin, the share- 
holders of the Atlas of London will receive three new shares of the Phoenix and 
Atlas Fire, Office, Limited, for four old shares. 

—William S. Thompson of Washington, D. C., president of the Reggs Fire 
and the Mutual Protective Fire Insurance Company, and a pharmacist of great 
repute, died at his home recently of heart failure. 

—The Thuringia of Erfurt, Germany, has just passed through an examination 
by the New York Insurance Department, which proved that the company’s 
standing as of June 30, 1901, was all that was claimed for it. 

—George S. Porter of Glen Ridge, N. J., organizer and first president of the 
Norwood Insurance Company, and for many years a prominent insurance broker, 
died at his home last week, death being due to heart failure. 


—Entirely satisfactory tests were made of the new fire-fighting plant at the 
Snake Hill (N. J.) penitentiary, and the members of the New York Board of 
Underwriters who inspected the apparatus are very well pleased with its qualities. 


—The Fire Marshal of the State of Maryland, Dr. R. M. Price, in his report to 
the Governor, shows that the number of fires in Maryland during the year were 
2157, the loss amounting to $2,477,187. Baltimore alone had 1217 fires, causing a 
loss of $1,483,733. 

—Fred. E. Sterling, receiver of the Manufacturers and Merchants Mutual of 
Rockford, Ill., says he has made settlements compromising a number of cases, 
and expects to continue such settlements when by doing so he can save the 
expense of litigation. 

—Manager Carel Henney, at the office of the Netherlands Fire, sent a letter of 
condolence to Weed & Kennedy which read in part: “* * We beg to offer 
you the expression of our cordial sympathy with the loss sustained by the 
country and the people of America.” 

—The Helvetia-Swiss Insurance Company of North America, Norwich Union 
and Insurance Company of the State of Pennsylvania have filed suits against the 
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad on account of a fire at Colorado Springs said 
to have been caused by that railroad three years ago. 

—The fire insurance men of Des Moines, Davenport, Dubuque and Cedar 
Rapids have taken action to prevent their business from destruction, but have 
decided not to make rates in defiance of the Iowa anti-compact law. The Des 
Moines organization has chosen A. R. Wilcox president and Joel Tuttle, secre- 
tary. 

—The following is part of the circular letter issued to agents in Iowa by 
Maneger Harding of the Western department of the Springfield Fire and Marine: 
“We realize that rates on stocks of merchandise and special hazard in your State 
have been too low, and we do not feel justified in writing them at less than the 
Bennett estimates, but in view of the demoralization in preferred classes, which 
may confidently be expected to result from the present situation, we are dis- 
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posed to assist our agents in competing for such business, The act of demoraliza- 
tion will depend largely upon local agents themselves, and we rely upon your 
conservatism and good judgment, with the assurance that we are disposed to 
stand by you in holding your preferred risks against competition.” 

—The Northern Fire Insurance Company of Chicago, Ill, seems to be a new 
protege of Sam Foster’s—at least both occupy the same office. It is understood 
that this concern’s statement claims $166,649 of assets, and a surplus of $66,649 
over its “capital stock paid up, $100,000.” “Unpaid claims, none,”’ The so-called 
statement is lacking in “‘corroborative detail.” 

—The Georgia Home of Columbus, Ga., has extended its field to include Mary- 
land, and has appointed the Riggs-Rossman Company its attorney and sole 
agent for Baltimore city. The Riggs-Rossman agency is made up of enterprising, 
progressive and influential young men, and the Georgia Home has shown ex- 
cellent judgment in making this appointment. 

—Judge Dunn of the Cook County Circuit Court in Chicago holds that the 
act of July 1, 1899, relating to the exemption of insurance companies from paying 
local taxes is constitutional. The effect of this decision will relieve non-resident 
fire companies from the payment of taxes other than the two per cent premium 
tax and the one for the maintenance of the fire patrol. 

—The fire loss in September in the United States and Canada, according to 
The Journal of Commerce and Commercial Bulletin, only footed up to $7,645,200 
the smallest month’s loss thus far this year. The total for the nine months, in- 
cluding September, 1901, was $120,654,350, against $136,316,550 for the same period 
in 1900, and $99,608,650 for the first three-quarters of 1899. 

—In the table entitled “Annual Statements of British Fire Insurance Com- 
panies,” published in THe Spectator of September 26, 1901, the fire funds, ex- 
clusive of capital, of the Royal were stated at $4,640,000. We are advised that the 
company’s “reserve fund” of £1,582,394 is also solely applicable to the protection 
of fire insurance policyholders, and should have been included with the sum first 
mentioned. Such inclusion gives the Royal $12,551,970 of “fire funds,” instead of 
$4,640,000. 

—Tue Spectator has had more or less to say about the Commercial Fire of 
Wilmington, Del., which is not licensed in its own State. This company does 
business by correspondence from Philadelphia, Rothschild & Co. being its general 
agents. THe Spectator has received a letter reading as follows from F. G. 
Sherman, who has been an officer of the company: ‘This is to notify you that I 
have resigned my position as secretary of the Commercial Fire Insurance Com- 
pany of Wilmington, Del., and have no further connection with said company 
Yours respectfully (signed), F. G. Sherman.” 


—The Union Fire Insurance Company of Chicago is one of the latest concerns 
to join in the merry chase for premiums. We do not know that it is licensed by 
any State Insurance Department, and have no official verification of its claim 
to have $100,000 capital and $50,000 surpius; what of that, so long as circulars and 
correspondence will induce people to part with their money in exchange for 
“policies”? W. B. Langley & Co. are reputed managers of the Union. A man 
named W. B. Langley was formerly president of the American Trust and In- 
surance Company of Chicago, which claimed to have reinsured its risks in 1899 in 
the Commercial Fire of Wilmington, Del. ° 

—The Commonwealth Savings and Insurance Company of Richmond, Va., is 
understood to be based upon the charter of the former Commonwealth Building 
and Loan Company, which quit business eight or nine years ago. There appears 
to have been a recent change in the personnel of the official staff of the concern, 
whereby Fairfax C. Christian and P. B. Shield are succeeded as directers by W. 
E. Wanamaker and J. L. Rothschild of Philadelphia. Frank C. Murphy now 
figures as president, W. E. Wanamaker as vice-president, W. Gay Smith as 
secretary, and J. L. Rothschild as treasurer. This company describes its assets 
upon its business card in such an indefinite manner that it is impossible to form 
any independent judgment as to their actual value. We are advised that this 
company was licensed in Virginia in July last, but has as yet filed no “annual 
statement.” 


Agency Changes and Appointments 


Fire.—Whittlesey & Hussey, agents at Toledo, will soon dissolve copartner- 
ship; Robinson & Nippert, appointed State agents for California of the Delaware 
of Philadelphia at San Francisco; H. Knight, agent for Columbia of Jersey City 
at Philadelphia. 





TOO LATE FUR CLASSIFICATION, 

—The Norwich Union and the Sun of London have become members of the 
Insurance Survey Bureau at Chicago. 

—A ruling has been made by Judge Thompson that H. H. Klayer must furnish 
bonds for costs in the seventeen suits brought by him for the recovery of pen- 
alties for alleged violations of the insurance laws of Illinois by several fire in- 
surance companies. 





A PROMINENT OLD LINE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY DESIRES 
an experienced organizer to represent them as general agent in 
the Harlem District of New York City. An attractive contract to the 
right man. All communications strictly confidential. 
Address, ‘‘ PROGRESS,”’ 
care of The Spectator, 





